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ROMAN COINS. 


«What | A gold com amid these jowollod tosemos 
Why sond.mo such a rolia P?--So you say. 

“ Good to afiance’some antiquary’s plows vi § 
Stampod Lor dead pooplo in u buried duy | 


Tino now, but look a littl | ‘If one pondor 
The logond ofthis piace, ita gold may shine 
With Iustvo loaving dull the goms of wonder 
‘Which I did lay in those doar hands of thino. 


An aureus of tho Roman empie—Boo t 
Edwin di nold, 


I wave included in the present catalogue .all the typos of coins of the 
Roman Imperial series, which are contained in the musoum collection, 
although the majority of the copper issues woro doubtloss not dis- 
covered in India. . 

The earliost notice, so fnras Tam aware, of tho discovery of gold 
Roman coins (auroi) in the Madras Presidonay, is contained in oa letter 
efrom Aloxancor Davidson, Lsq., formerly Governor of Madras, datod 
July 12, 1787,! who writes as follows :— A. ponsant noar Noldr, about 
100 miles north-west of Mmdras, was ploughing on tho sido of a stony 
craggy hill; his plough was obstructed by some brickwork ; ko dug aud 
distovered the remains of a small [lindu tomple, under which a little 

ot was found with Roman coins and medals af the socond contury. 
Fre sold thom as old gold, and many no doubt work moltad, but the 
Nawdb Amir ul Umaré vecoverod upwards of thirty of thom. This 
happened while I was govornor, and I had the chotoo of twa out of 
the whole, I chose an Adrian anda Faustina, Somo’of tha Trojans 
were in good proservation. Many of tho coins could not havo been in 
circulation ; they were all of tho purost gold, and many of them as 
fresh and beautiful as if theyYhad como from tho hint but yosterday ; 
some were much defaced and porforated, and had probably boon worn 
as ornaments on the arm, and othors ponding from the nook.” 

In 1800 a pot was dug up at Palachy, containing a great many 
coins of Augustus and Tiborius, which were all of the same weight ond 
value, each weighing 56 grains, Concorning theso coins Buchanan 
says: “Ono of the kinds is of Augustus. The legend round the hand 
ig CAHSAR AVGVSI'VS DIVI # PATER Parnian, that is, Cesar Augualua, 
Divi Filius, Pater Patrie.. Above the revorse, yoprosenting two persona 
standing with two bucklors and spoars placod betwoon thom, the 
legond is AVGVSTI ¥ cos DESIG PRINC JvvENT, that is Augustd Iuio, 
Oonsule designato, principe juventutis, Under the Agures is written 
CAESARIA or Cresavia, ab some city of which name it has been struck, 
The other coin is of the same weight and bolongs io Tiborius. ‘The 
legend round the head is wt causar DIvr AVG T AvovsTVe—Zibomua 
roe rerenntaneeheoment merit rman tt carnetcetrattthinwtorernrranetin rier eratsnesethihaa tht Na, 

1 Asiatio Rescarohes, 1700, vol. il, ‘p. 882. * ‘ 
? Journey through Mysoro, Oanara and Malabar. od. ii, 1870. vol. if. n. 81. 
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Cesar Divi Augusti Filius Augustus. On the rovorse, reprosonting a 
person seated and,holding a spear in one hand and a branol in tho 
_ other is the following legend :—ronvir maxim, or Pontilox Maximus.” 

In 1806 the following five gold coins, all of difforont types, were 
found at Caroor, figured by Colonel Mackenzie, and dosoribed some 
years later by Sir Waller Elliot,’ viz, “1. avevervs prvi ¥., with .a 
very curious and apparently undesoribed.reverse liko a dog or sow o1 
some large quadruped with its noso {o tho ground and its tail ovor its 
. back, below which in the exorgue imp. x; 2. the common typo of 
Tiberius as Pontifex Maximus; 8. of Antonia, consTANTLM, AVGVSTAR, 
(Akerman, D.0.1,, p. 148, No. 1); 4. two of ‘Olaudius, one constanria, 
aveysrt (Akerman, 1. p.155, No. 2), and the othor &.P.a.R.7.2, OB. 08, 
in an oak wreath.” 

In 1810 a pot full of well-proserved coins of Augustus and Tiborius 
was dug up at Poldchi in the Coimbatore district, and seven years later 
a silver coin of Augustus was found in one of the old tombs called 
Pandu Oulis, togother with a number of irregular-shaped punch-mfrked. 
“ Buddhist coins.’ : 

Concerning finds of Roman coins in the Coimbatoro distwict, Mx, It. 
Sewell says:* “It is ovident that there was at one time a very con- 
siderable commerce between the inhabitants of this distriot and the 
Romans, for there have been numerous finds of Roman coins made hore. 
Mr. Walhouse (Ind. Ant. v, 237) thinks that this was in great measure 
due to the beryl mino at Padiyfr in the Dhérdpuram taluk, for the 
Romans set great store by the beryl, and Pliny declares that the best 
beryls come from India.” On this subject the Rev. Henry Little writes: * 
“ He (My. Walhouse) says that in the Kangyam taluk (near Dhérd. 
puiam) of the Coimbatore district, at a village called Padiydr, there is 
an, extensive dyke of grystalline porphyritio granite in the gneiss rook ; 
tho dyke abounds with masses of quartz with largo orystals of tho same, 
as well as felspar, cleavelundite and garnots; the orystals of oleavelun- 
dite are remarkably fine, and it often occurs in large masses, in the 
cavities of which the aqua marina is found in six-sided prisms. Myr. 
Walhouse gives an acoount of the enlargement of a woll in 1798 and 
the discovery of these gems; also of a systematic soarch made by a Mr. 
Heath in 1819-20} resulting in the searing of 2,196 stones, which 
weighed 60 seers and were worth £1,200.” He then adds “it is highly 
probable that most of the best aqua marines of tho true soa~green color 
used in modern times in Rurope come from this well, and some con~ 
siderations will now be offered endeavouring to show tho probability, at 
least, that its produce reached Europe in classical times and may have 
been the object of Roman bartor..... Pliny first conjecttired what 
science has proved that it is but a variety of emerald, and says espoci- 
ally of it (Nat. Hist., Bk. xxxvu, cap. v). The best beryls are those 
which have the greenness of pure sea water, and come from India, sel- 
dom found elsewhere. He also remarks that they are most lustrous 
when artificially polished hexagonally, not being aware that they occur 
in six-sided crystals. Now whence came the aqua marines known to 
Pliny and on which the Greek and Roman engravers exercised their 





3 Madras Journal of Literature and Scienco, 1844, vol. xfil, p. 21 


4, ‘ 
¢ Lists of tho Ant#juurian Remaing in tho Prosidonoy of Madras, 1881, vol, i, p. aft, 
5 Madvas Obvistian Oolloge Magazine, Decomber 1883, pp. 844~6. : 
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skill 2 In modern timos tho yem besides vocurring in tho Indian well 
has beon found in America (North and South), FaGibenia, and at 
few places scattered over aka partioularly at Limogor ix Trance, 
America, and Siberia may bo excluded from tho soureos of ancient aupply. 
The localities in Murope are in regions little known to tho Romans an 
unmentioned by Pliny, who had tho bost moans of information. Tt jae 
unknown in Coylon. Jif anfiont origin scoms theroforo limited, os 
Pliny says it was, to India, ‘and there it is only known to ocour at tho 
locality in Coimbatore désoribed in this nolo, where moreovor tho gem 
is distinguished by the true sea-greon color spocifiod by Pliny ; olgo- 
whore it is bluish or muddy in tint. It must be addod too that most 
of the finds of Roman coins have boon within a radius of 80 miles of 
this well, and it has been stated to mo that botwoon that logglity and 
the west coast there are plenty of Roman coins, both silver and gold, 
owned by cultivators who now aud thon dispose of ono or two of them 
when they go to any distant place to a festival,” 

T have’ been informed by My, Tlenry Sullivan, and tho fnot is re- 
corded by Mr. R. Sowell ® that, whon. iis father, Mx. John Sullivan, 
was digging the foundations of the houso on tho hill to tho south of 
the lake at Ootacamund, now called Bishopsdown, about tho your 1827, 
he discovered a gold Roman coin, which. pagsod intd tho porsossion of Sir 
Walter Eiliot; and it is noted by Mr. Sewoll that in tho valloy behind 
Bishopsdown and Fernhill, called by the natives Pdinthat, are somo 
ancient gold workings. 

In 1888 an aureus of Trajan in fine prosorvation was picked up by 
a woman gathering sticks on the side of a stony hill near the village 
of Athiral in the Chitwail taluk of the Cuddapnh distiot, °° 

Obverse.——Hoad of Trajan. IMP, TRAIANO, AVG, ORR, DAG, P.M. TR. Ps 

Revarse,—A, soldier with o spear ovor his shtulder, marching to 
the rights O08. V. P»P. &P.Q.R, OPTIMO, PRING, 

A solidus of Zeno was found in cuapany with throo or four of tho 
pagodas, pallod Animitti, from their boaving the impression of an 
elephant, and with sevoral silver coins of the typo figured by Prinsop 
as No. 9 of his Ceylon serios,’ at the foot of an insulated hill in the 
Tiyumahgalum taluk of tho \yovinco of Madura in May 1889, The 
type of the,Roman ooin, which has beon pierced to be worn as an ornap 
ment, bears the armed bust of tho omperor, with DN, ZENO, TARP, AVG. 
and the type of Viotory holding a long oross., vicronia, Ava.a.G. 6. In 
the exergue conon.® 

: Still more recently in June 1840 a hoard of Roman aurei was 
discovered ot the village of Darphal, about 15 milos from Sholapoor. 
They were contained in a small earthen lota, and only eighteen were 
secured, chiefly of the reign of Spverns, but a few also of Antoninus, 
Commodus, Lucius Verus, and Gote.# Drawings of a few have beon 
soon, and some of these prove to be rare types, such as Severus, 


ADVENTV]. AVG. FRLIOISSIMO, 

FRLICITAS, SAMOVLL 

FORTVNAY, REDVOL, 

PROVIDENTIA, Medusa’s head, 

rr —ecrmeenterneerreroetnnenn tim hpyntnamretarenintshetsinehteetapenriromaettennnestiiine qititierentevetiosrsine 

8 Op. oit., val. i, p. 226, 

7 Journ, Ag, Soo. Bong.,; 1887, vol. vi, p, 298 s 

A No. 1 of Akorman’s 08, Cats, ii, p 8h, vB 
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One of tho emporors on horseback spearing o lion appears to rofer 
to © type of Comfhodus (Akorman, No, 99), bué the legond is illegible 
in the dfawing. There is also a specimen of Lucius Vorus with the 
type of Alsculapius, and saLVTi, AVG. V. 8.P.QR, TR. POT. 111, COs, I. 


“Tn the month of May 1842, after a ate fall of rain, an earthen 
pot was discovered in a piece of yosea elonging to the villago 
of Vellaloor, about four miles to the eas’ of the town of Coimbatore, 
which on examination was found to be fillod with silvor coins. When 
brought to the Collector, they were found to be Roman Denarii, 522 
in number, chiefly of the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius, with a 
few of Caligula and Claudius. The earthen vessel in which they had 
lain was ike the common terra-cotta Jota of the present time. It was 
broken # pieces in the scramble of the finders to possess themselves 
of its contents. Vellaloor is not known to be remarkable as a place 
of importance either in ancient or modern times, 

Only eleven differont types were found to ocour in tho large num-~ 
ber of coins above mentioned. 


1. Obverse—Hoad of Augustus ...... 134 examples. 
OAES. AVGYSIVS, DIVI. T. PAYER, PATRIAD. 
Reverse— The Pontifical instruments, and two bucklors between the 
standing figures of Caius and Lucius. 
0. l.. OANSARIS. AVGYVSTI. I. COS. DESIG, PRING. TVVENT. 


2. Head of Augustus .... 1 example. 
AVGVSTVS DIVI. F. 
Diana Venstrix. 
IMP, X. 


3. Toad of Tiberiug, ... 3878 oxamplos. 
TI, OAESAR. DIVL. AVG. I. AVGVSTVS, 
The emperor seated in a.chair. 
PONTE, MAXIM. 


4, Hoad of Drusus senior... 1 example. 
NERO. OLAVDIUS. DRVSVS. GERMANIOUS, IMP. 
A triumphal arch; on the friozo, DE/GERMANIS. 
° ‘ 


* 
5, Head of Gormanicus (son of the above) .......+.. 1 oxample. 
GERMANIOUS, OARS. P.O, CAEHS..AVG, GERM. 
Head of Caligula, | 
© OAES, AVG. GERM, P.M. TR. POT. IIL. 008, IL, 


6. Head of Agrippina ....,. 1 example. 
AGRIPPINA, MAT. OARS. AVG. GERM. 
Head of Caligula. 

O. CAESAR. AVG. GERM. P.M. TR. BOT, 


7. Head of Oaligula.....1 Sample. 
CO OARS. AVG, GERM. P M. TR. POT. 
Radiated head between two stars. 


8, Head of Claudius... 1 example. 
TI, OLAVD. CANS, AVG, GERM. PM, TR, BP. 
Female seated. 
CONSTANTIAD, AVGYSTI, 
7 
5 Madras Jourrial of Literaturo and Science, 1844, vol xin, p, 216, 
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9, Ifoad of Clandins ... . i oxample. 

DIVYS, OLAVDIUS, AYovSTYS. © 

A carpentum drawn by four horsos. 

'Tu the oxergue EX, 8.0. 
10. Head of Claudius... 2 examples. 

TT, OLAVD, CAESAR, AVG. P.M. CR. VI. IMP, XI. 

Victory pointing with a caducous to a sorpont. 

PAO! AVGVSTAR, 6 = ” ’ 
11. Head of Claudius. ... Tf oxamplo. 

OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. P.M. TR, POT, IMP. X. 

An oak wreath, within which. 6.2.0.2. 2.2. OB. G8, 


As regards the same find of coins Mr. M. J. Walhouso says; " “ This 
discovery took place just before I joined tho district, I took onats of 
some of the coins, which by ordor of Govornmont woro sont to Madrns-—~ 
whether there melted in the mint .or reserved in tho museum I know 
not. The coins were doubtless all of woll-known and ‘orlitod? typer ; 
a short description may, howovor, be archwologivlly interesting, OF 
the 522, there were 184 boaring tho hoad of Augustus with inscription 
CANS. AVGYSIVS. DIVI. ¥. PATER. PATRIAK, on tho roverso a trophy of 
arms betavoen two standing figuros and logond c,h. CABSARIS, AVOVBEL F, 
COs. DESIG. PRING. TVVENT; and 378 bore the head of Thorius with 
inscription ‘TI, CAESAR. DIVL AVG. F, AVavVetys, on {ho revorse the omperor 
seated, with ponriur, MAxim. OL tho rommindor, two bora the hond of 
Claudius and legend Ti, CLAYD. CARSAR, AVG, P.M, TR. VI IMT, X1, on 
the reverse 2 wingod figure pointing with a want to o snuke, and 
insoription pact. avevsran; another hore tho hoad of Olaudius with 
DIVVS. OLAVDIVs, Aveystvs, ou tho vevorso a chariot drawne by four 
horses abreast, with lotters mx, s.c. Thora wore two other typos of 
Claudius, one pee onthe revorse a female seatog, the other a wreath 
enclosing lettors; and two coins of Caligula boaring the emperor's hond, 
on. tho zeverse of ono a hoad surroundod with rays, A_ singlo oxample 
bore a head of Augustus with avavsrys. piv ¥. and on tho reverse 
Diana carrying a spear, accompanied by a doer or hound, and legend 
a x. Two remaining typos wore indistindt, ono bearing 1 sort of 
aroh, 

In his Remarks on some Mely discovered Roman gold coins (1861), 
Captain Drury says: A most intorosting discovory of a lar 

quantity of ancient Roman gold ooitis has lately beon mado in the 
neighbourhood of Cannanore on the Malabarsoonst, not only remarkable 
for the numbers found (amounting to some hundrods) but also for 
their wonderful stato of preservation, Many appear almost as Sresh aa 
on the day they wero struck-—the outline of tho figuros is so sharp and 
distinct, and the inscriptions so clear and logiblo. With véty few 
exceptions, they are all of gold, and of the ago of Imperial Romo from 
Augustus downwards, several of thom being ooeval with the cnrlfost 
days of tho Christian ora. From what we haya'’been able to learn 
regarding their first appoarance, it seoma that a few wero brought into 
the town of Calicut and offered for sale in tho bayaar by some poor 
natives, who, naturally supposing from thoir shining appoarnneo, that 
they were worth porbaps some trifle, gladly bartorod thom away Jor a 
aaa meee meena emnitetementeneerene 

10 Madhog Joufnal of Litorntura and Boionco, 1844, vol, lil, p. 212, 


. Tndinn Antiquities, 1878, vol, vy, p. 289, foot-nate, 
4 Journ, Ag, So0., Bong, 1862, vol, xx, pp. 871-887. 
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day’s feed of rice. The coins, howgver, Poodily found their way among 
those who were not long in estimating thoir real value, and tho nativos, 
finding that some importance was altached to tho glittoring metal, began 
to rise in their demands, and at length sold thom for one, fivo, ten, and, 
subsequently, for fourteen rupees tho coin, The purity of the gold 
especially attracted the notice of the jowellors and the wealthicr natives, 
who purchased them for the purpose ofshaving them moltod down for 
trinkets and o1naments, and many iti to bo regrotted, have boon 
irretrievably lost in this way. he secrecy at first so cavofully main- 
tained by the natives in respect to the spot whence they brought them 
rose in proportion to the cagernoss with which the coins wore bought 
up, and for a long time all endeavours provod fruitless in ascertaining 
the precise locality wherein they wero found. It now appears that 
they were accidentally discovered in the search for gold dust by the 
gradual clearing away of the soil on the slope of a small hill in the 
neighbourhood of Kottayem, a village about ten milos to the eastward 
of Cannanore, A brass vessel was also found, in which many of the 
coins were deposited. For a length of timo the numbers appoar to have 
been very great, and it has been stated that no loss than fivo cooly. 
loads of gold coins were dug out of the same spot..........11 is 
impossible 10 make any correct calculation as 10 the numbers which 
have actually been found, but it might be montioned that about eighty 
or ninety have come into the possession of His Highness the Rajah of 
Travancore, and still a greater quantity has been collected and preserved 
by General.Cullen, Resident in Travancore, while even after the lapse 
of more than a year from their first discovery they are still procurable 
from th0 natives in the neighbourhood of Tellicherry and Calicut. The 
most numerous examples which ooour aro those of the reign of Tiberius, 
and next to that emperor, those of Noro. It is not a little remarkable 
that both among these aurei as well as among the denarii alluded to as 
discovered at Coimbatore, 1842, the examples of coins of the Emperor 
Tiberius should in both instances have been more frequent than any 
other, although this may in some manner be accounted*for when we 
consider that the reign of Tiberius extendod over a period of twenty- 
three years—a long time in comparison vith that of the other emporors 
except Augustus.” 


eee 


Translation of a native letter, descriptive of the locality, and first discovery 
of the coins. 


Telticherry, December 16, 1850. 


_ , *Agrecably to my last note, I now beg to furnish you with the 
information of the discovery of gold coins here. About three years ago 
certain Syrians residing at Keelaloor Dashom in Palashy Amsham of 
the Ootiacum taluk were in the habit of collecting gold from the bed 
of the river Vaniencudayoo (by taking the sand and sifling it), which 
was between Keelaloor Dashom and Vengador. One day, whilst they 
were engaged in digging the bed of the river, a number of gold coins 
was found in a part where thore was a mixture of sand and nud. Those 
were lying buried in the ground, but not in a vessgl. A. great quantity 
was taken, but nobody knows how many. Some suppose that those 
might have been buried here in bags, which have been destroyod. At 
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a distance of ten koles east of this, thore is a garden belonging to 
some low caste people who always resido there. During the hot season 
there is water to a man’s depth, whilst in tho monsoén there is dopth 
equal to four or five men. The stream runs through ono side of the 
dry bed of the river, whilst tho other is so fillod up with sand that it is 
like an island. ‘Below this island on tho othor side tliero is another 
ourrent resembling a small canal, which is tho placo whonce the coins arg 
taken. Cortain Maplamar’ of “Ourvoye taluk hearing of tho discovery 
of gold at this canal procooded thither and triod to collect somo, and it 
is said that they also got some coins. Although what theso poople got 
is not so much as taken formerly by others, nobody knows what was 
the exact quantity. About the year 964 (1785 A.D.) it is supposod 
that certain Gentoo inhabitants of Coorg or Mysore wero in the habit 
of trading in these parts. This being tho timo of war, some woalthy 
merchants might have, from competent reasons, cast their gold coins 
into the river. There is no story of a wealthy man having evor resided 
in any of the adjacent villages.” 


DESCRIPTION OF THE COINS. 


Augustus born 63 B.C., died 14 A.D.; reignod 58 years. 


1. Obverse,—savovstvs. Divi. F, ILoad of emporor. 
Reverse.—imp, xx, Two figuros, one seated. 

2. Obverse.—Head of emperor, No inscription, 
Reverso.— Ansan, AVeYs. Txinmphal quadriga. 

8, Obverse.—avavarvs. Divi. ¥. Eoad of omperoy, 

Foverss.—avave, ; vest illegible. Dquestrian figure galloping. 

Obverse.—IATHAN, AVGYVSIVA. DIVE. F. PATER PATRAM, Head of 
emporor. 

Raverse.—AVGVATL. F. 008 DESIG, FRING. 

JVVENT. t, cAusanis, Two figuros of Caius and Lucius; standing 
bot ween thom are two shiolds on the ground. 

The insoription on tho roverse of this coin would run thus: Catue 
et Lucius Ccxares Augusti fils Consules designate, pyinetpes Jurentutis, 
Caius and Lugins wore the grandsons of Augustus, upon whom was 
bestowed the “itle of Principes juventutis, and it was subsequontly 
conferred uporf the probable successor 10 the throne when he dst entered 
upon public life. ‘Tacitus oxplains this when he says: “ ae gonilos 
Agrippa, Caium ac Lucium, in familiam Coosarum induxerat; noo dum 
posita puerili protexti, Prinotpes juventutis appelari, destinar congules,” 
&o.,—Tao, Ann, 1, 8, See also Suet, in Aug. Cap. 64 of se q: 
The a of the dosignation ‘“ Pater Patrie ” given fo Augustus by 
universal consent is thus described by Suetonius (in Aug. Cap, 58). 
Valorius Messala leaving the Sonate House, said ace foustumque 
sit tibi, domuique tus, Coosar Auguste, Senatus te consentions oum 
populo Romano consalutat Patric Patrem.” 


Tibertus,born 42 B,C., died 88 A.D, ; reigned 28 years, 


5. “Obvarse.—11, CANS, DIVI. AVG, F. AVGVSI'VS. PONTIB, MAX, Hload of 
#® emperor. 
Reverse.—Tiguro of Olomency, A spear in one hand and olive branch 
,* in the other, : 
8. Obversé.—T1, CANSAR, DIVE. AVG, ¥. Avavatya, Head of emperor, 
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Reverse —DIVVS. AVaVer Divi. 7. Hoeadof emporor surmounted with 
a star, The star was used as a symbol of the protection of 
heavena 
Claydius born 10 B.C., died 54 A.D.; reigned 14 years. 
7, Obverse—DIVV¥s oLAVDIVS Aveavetvs, IJIoad of emperor. 
Roverse—nx. so. <A triumphal quadmga. : 
88, Obverse —TI. OLAVD. CAESAR. AVG. GERM PM. TRIB. Pot B.P. IToad of 
emaperor. " ° 
Roevense.—AGRIPPINAE. AvevsTAn ITead of Agrippina, roprosonting 
* g young female. 


The inscription on the obverse would run thus: “ Tiberius, Claudius 
Coosar, Augustus, Germanicus, Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitieo potestate, 
Pater Patria’ There were two celebrated persons bearing the name 
of Agrippina; one was niece of Tiberius and mother of Caligula, the 
other was mother of Nero, The image on this coin is that of the 
former. * 

9 Obverse.—TI. CLAVD OATSAR. AVG Pw TR P. ty. Head of enperor 
Reverse —im , rest Wlegible. A bridge, and figure seated, 

May not this coin commemorate the building of the celebrated 
Claudian aqueduct, which bedrs the emperor’s name to this day, and is 
yet in use at Rome, though partly in ruins? 

10. Obverse,—Ti, OLAVD. CAESAR AVG P.M TR P XI.IMp,P.P cos.v ITead, 


of emperor. 
Reverse ~SPQ.R. P,P OB. 0.8, The former is enclosed in a wreath or 


gailand. . 

*This would run: “Tiberius, Claudius, Cosar, Augustus, Pontifox 
Maximfis, Tribunitice potestatis undecimo (anno), Imporator, Pater 
Patris, Consulatis quinto (anno). Senatus, Populusque Romanus, 
Pater Patriss, ob cies sorvatos.” The device of a ciwic crown is very 
frequently met with. This was usually bestowed upon those who had 
saved the life of a Roman citizen, The senate in bestowing honors 
upon Augustus decreed that a civic crown should be hung from the 
top of his house, and this honor having been assumed by the later 
emperors, a crown of oak leaves with ob exes sevatos in the centre is 
often found on the reverse of coins in tMse-Imperial times. ‘ 
e 11. Obverse —2I CLAVD. CADSAR AVG.GERM. P M TR. P. a of emporor. 

Reverse.—-EX 8.0 0B 08 Enclosed in wreath as ave, 


«Ex epee consulta” began to be invariably used 6n coins in the 


reign of Augustus, A few republican coins me found with tho same 
initials, . 

12.« Obverse,—TI, OLAVD. OADSAR. AVG PM. TR. P. Vi. IMP. xt. Flead of 
“emperor. 


Reverse.—8.P QR. PP. OB. O08. Encircled with wroath. 


18. Obverse.—TI, OLAYD. CAESAR, AVG. P.M, TR, P.X. IMP. P,P, Toad of 
emperor. 
Reverse,—Pacr avavstan, Winged figure of Victory. 
14 Obvprse —vr. CLAVD. CAESAR AVG. PM TRE. Head of emperor. 
Reverse.—PRAETOR, RECEPT, Emblem of concord representing two 
figures joinng hands. i : - os 
15. Obverse.—qTI, OLAVD. CAESAR, AVG. P.M. TR, P. VI. IMP. xx. FLoad of 
emperoy. r 
SA AOC ann erepennatanineahfaeanin eta ASR 
18 Now in tho cabinet of Coptam Tufnoll, 
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* * 
Rovergo—pu. nrrrann. ‘riumphal arch, Emporor mounted, with 
trophies.“ 


most interesting coin xopresenting tho arch oreotod by a dooree of 
the Sonata to the anes Clondins on tho final subjugation of Britain. 
Tt was in the yoar 48 A.D. that the Hmporor Claudius sont over 1 large 
force to conquer the islanj, which ho subsequently joined himeolf, 
Vespasian, afterwards emperor, being his ‘socond. in command, ‘This 
‘triumphal arch no longor exists, and, wore it not for the represontation 
of it on coins, wo should have remainod in ignoranpe of its ovor having 


been erected. 
Caligula born 12 A.D, died 41 A.D. ; roignod 8 yonrs 10 monthas 
16. Obverse.—o. OAMSAR AVG, GuRM, PM. TR, ror. IToad of omparor. 
Reversé.—AGRIPPINAD, MAT. CAWS. AVG, GERM, Hund of Agrippina, | 

The namo of Caligula novor appoars on his coins aud Cuius is 
always oxprossed by O, 

The above coin was struck in honor of his mothor, Agrippina. 

17. Obverse.—o. OAHBAT. AVG, PON, M. TR. PUT. UT, cos, mt. Ifoal of 


emperor. 
Reverse. —GQORMANICYS, GAS. 2B.0, CABS. AVG, aura  IToad of Gor 


, manicus. 
A. coin struck in honor of his fathor, Gormanicus. 
Drusus born 88 B.O., diod 8 BO. 


18, Obverse.—NURO, OLAVDIVS. DRVAVS. GURM. Avavattva. ir, Toad of 


Drusia. 
Reverse, nu gunman, Triumphal arch, surmounted with equostrian 
figure commomorativo of the victories of Drusua in Gormany. 


19. Obvor'sa.—NBRONT, OLAVDIO. DRVSO, GURM, Gok, DwaIGN. lead of the 
_ young Drusus. , 
Keverse—-LQVERLER. ORDO, PRINCIPL. IVVENT. 


Drusus was made consul 9 B.C, Tho “ordo oquostris” ostablished 
123 B.O. Those who wore admitted into tho oquesirian order enjnyad 
several privileges apart from thd rest of tho oitizons, such as thoir 
distinction of soats in publio ass\ynblics, &o. 

Nero born 87 A.D., diod 68 A.D. ; reignod 14 youts, 


20. Mihaela OAUSAR, AVG. IMP. . Toad of omperor, 
e001 80.-—PONTIL. MAX. TR, POT. sess + IV BB, BX. 80, » Figure 
‘ holding a speax. : or 


* 
21, Obverss.—NERO. CAUSAR AVG. Ir, ILond of omporor. 
Reverse—RONTIN, MAX. ‘CR. PE. 008 IV, PP. BX. 8.0, Armod war. 
rior. 


22. Obversé.—-NDRO. OARSAR. AVG. IMP, THoad of emperor. 
Reverse.—-BONIIE, MAX, TR. PON, IV. PP, BX. 8.0, Bnoiroled in wreath, 


23, Obverse,-NHRO. CATSAR, AVG. tue, IKead of emperor, 
Rever'se.—-PONTIN, MAX, TR. BV, 008, IV. BP. BX, 20. Armod warrior, 


errant tare nigenentitenaeenanemsaineutietateensentrnee 


“ Qonoorning this coin Sir Edwin Arnold says (* Indi u 
“ Se curious tronsuros of the (Matas) Minor, Syilih ie Coverane i if i : 
Grant Dutt) hag groatly devolopad, is a golden com of Olaudius, the Emperor, abrucle 
sommomornte the conquost of Britain, aud discovared in oxcavaling a toundauien Hoar 
any ; ae ceeds of fanoy might ho written about this anrens, tyne thus alrangely 
y St.dibdinns 3 presont of Ungland’s history, and ome, porhupa, fo India fu the surlp 
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24, Obverse.—NURONY., OLAVD. DIVI. F, OAS, AVG. GERM. IMP. TR. POT, EX. 


8.0. HEficireled in wreath. ? 
eReverse,—AGRIPP, AVG, DIVI. OLAVD, NERONIS. GANS. MATL; test 


illegible, Two hoads, male and fomalo. 
25. Obverse:—~anronta Avaveta. Head of Antonia. 
Reverse. —SAOBRDOS. Divi. Avavatr. Two torches in upright position, 
Antonia, daughter of Mare Antony, was born 38 B.O. and was 
married to Drusus Nero. The inscription on the reverse of this coin 
may allude to the custom of priestesses (sacerdotes) or flamens being 
appointed after the* deification of the emperors to superintend their 
woxship at Rome and elsewhere. . 
Antoninus Pius born 86 A.D., died 161 A.D, ; reigned 28 years, 
26. Obverse,—ANTONINYS, PIUS. AUG. GuRM. Tlead of emperor. 
Reverse.-—P M. TR. P. KVIUI. 008. 1v. B.P. A tomple. 
This temple may perhaps bear some allusion to that decreed by thé 
senate to Antoninus’ wife, Faustina, after her death. 


Additional. 


27. Obverse.—~OAESAR. AVGVATVS. DIvI, F. PATER, PATRIAM. ead of 
emperor, ; , 
Reverse.—TI. OABSAR. AVG. F. TR, POT. XY. Triumphal quadriga. 
28. Obverse.—TI. OAESAR. DIVL AVG. F. AVevaTVs. ead of emperor. 
Reverse.—1MP, Vi. TR. Pot. XVII, Triumphal quadriga. 
29. Obverse.—TI. OLAVD. GAESAR. AVG. GERM. P.M. Head of emperor. 
,f6verse —OONSTANTIAE, AveysTan. Female figure seated.’ 


As regards the coins referred to above as being in the possession of 
the Rajah of Travancore, these are described by, Bishop Caldwell, who 
says: “OF the coins desoribed, all belong to the teigns of the first 
five Roman emperors. 

All are in good preerranet with the exception of Nos. 8 and 4, 
which are partially ‘obliterated. A duplicate of No. 10 is also consider- 
ably worn. Several of the coins appear as fresh as*if they had but 
recently issued from the mint. One Aannot-omit noticing the beauty 

eof the design and execution apparent in several of them, particularly 
the heads of Antonia and Agvippina,.and the: distinct and striking 
individuality of all the heads. 

It would be very desirable to,endeavour to collect and examine the 
whole of the coins discovered near Oaliout (of which these are a portion, 
and) which are said to have numbered several hundreds, all ie coins, 
and ell, it is supposed, Roman imperial aurei. If this could be done, 
the number of examples of each type could be ascertained, undescribed 
types might be discovered, and a conjecture could be formed at what 
time, or at least, g/ter what time, the coins were concealed where they 
have been found. As far as appears at present, they may have been 
concealed about A.D. 70. If an opinion can be formed from the worn, 
or fresh appearance of the coins, as compared with their earlier or later + 
daté, and the absence of all coins later than the reign of Nero, it would 





\ A desoripfagn of Roman Imperial aurei found near Calicut on tho Malnbarrconst, 
and now in the possession of His Highness the Rajah ot ‘CLavancoro,—Zrevands um 
Government Press, 1861, - 
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appear that they sees not have remained in oiroulation after A.D. 70, 
and probably not so long. * ; 

rom the conquest i Tgypt by the Romans about B.C. 30 till tho 
decline of their power, Roman merchants tradod extonsivuly wilh 
India, and especially with the towns on tho Malabar: coast, to which 
they learned to sail direct with tho monsoon from tho porta of the 
Red Sea. * a ' 

Having few commodities that would be considerod valuablo in 
India to exchange for silks and muslins, ‘goms and splooa, ivory anil 
steel, they were obliged to pay for tho greater part of their purchases 
in specie. Roman coins were in consequonce introduced into Iudia so 
plentifully that they appear to have formed part of the ordinary 
currency of the country, and even the aame of tho Roman “ Denar ius” 
has survived to our own day in that of the Indian ‘ Dinar,’ 

The beauty of the Roman ooins, as compared with fhose of the 
Hindu princes, contributed to thoir diffusion throughout all parts of 
India, and was, perhaps, the principal catise of thoir presorvation, The 
ordinary Hindu coins were without hositation brokon up to bo made 
into jewellery, but the Roman coins must have been considered by 
many as jewels in themsolvos '*, and carofully preserved aecordiniely, 

As the coins in question were discoverod in the interior of the 
country (it is said in tho bed of a river), it appears improbable that 
the persons who concealed them were themselves Roman merchants ; 
but they may have boen native agents of the Roman merchants, or 
persons extensively engaged in trado at tho time the Romans main- 
tained, their intercourse with India. ; 

Money and valuables were concealed on omorgenoies of varions kinds, 
but especially on the breaking out of wax between two neighbouring 
princes. Only one or two porsons would be acquainted with the place 
of concoalment, ‘and, if it barpeoad that they wore killed in the war, or 
through tho continuanco of hostilities unablo to roturn to the place, 
their secret died with them, and it was roservod for well-diggors or 
miners, for the action of rain, or changos in the course of rivors, to 
bring the hidden wealth to light,” 

The following coins are dorgribed by Bishop Oald yell :— 


No. I—Coin of the Emporor Augustus. 
Obverss.—avavstvs, piv. Fr. Tend of Augustus; crownod with leurel, 
Revorse.—iuv. x1, Diana Venetrix, a figure of tho goddess Diana, 

represented as a huntregs, 


* * 
No. IT,—Ooin of Drusus sonior, step-son of Augustus. 


Obverse,—NHRO OLAVDIVS, ORVSVS, GRRMANIOUS, IMP, Fload of Drnsus 
crowned with laurel, oa 

Kevorse.—pu, Germania. A triumphal arch docked with military, 
trophies, on which stands an equéstrian igure of Drusus, 


No, III.—-Coin ‘of Caius, grandson and adopted heir of Augustus, co 


Obverse.—avaverva, Divi. Gx. Head of Augustus, crownod with laurel, 
Reverse.—o. OAugaR. sveverr. x, An oquostrian figure of Caius, “th 
horse at full spood ; infantry standards in the backgroand: 


*T have seen an aureus on the " i : 
ip the Bhévaroy Ghai, Awad. POMERAT THR i a ca haa 
nity 
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No. [V.—Coin of Caius, reforred to above, and his youngor brother 
Luciug, grandsons and adopted hoirs of Augustus. 
Obvexse.—OAESAR. AVGVATVS. DIVI. F. PATuUR, PATRIAR. ILead of Augud. 


dus, crowned with laurel. 

Roverse.—Standing figures of Cains and Tucius, coach holding a 
shiold and spear, with sacordotal instruments in the background. 
Under the fignros, 0, b. OAWSARES ; QVeL AVGVSTI. F, 00S. DESIG. PRIN. 
JVVENT, wee 


No. V.—Ooin of Tiberius. 
Obverse.—T1. OATSAR, DIVL AVG. F. Avevatvs. Toad of Tiboriua, 
Raverse.—piyt, B. pvryys. Aveyst. TIead of Augustus, surmeantod 
with a stax. 


: No. VI.—Coin of Tiberius. 


Obverse.—TI. OABSAR. DIVA AVG. F. Avavstvs, Hoad of Tiberius. 
Reverse.—PONTIF. MAXIM, <A sitting figure of the omporor, holding in 
ono hand a staff, in the other a leafy branch. 


No. VII.—Coin of Caligula, 


Obverse.—0. CAESAR. AVG. GERM, P.M. TR. POT. FHoad of Caligula, with 


laurel wroath. 
Reverse. —GURMANIOUS. CABS. P.O. OARS. AVG, GERM. Head of Gormanicus, 


son of Drugus and Antonia, and fathor of the Emperor Caligula. 


No, FIII.—Ooin of Antonia, wife of Drusus, grandmother of the 
Emperor Oaligula, and mothor of the Zmperor Claudius. 


Obversd.—ANTONIA avevets. IToad of Antonia. 
Reverst.—sA0ERDOS. DIVI. Avaysrz. Two toxchas, 


No. IX.—Coin of Antonia, 


Obverse.—ANTONIA, aveavsatTsa. Lend of Antonia, crownod with a ceroal 


wroath, 
Revorse.—-CONSTANTIAE. Avaysti. A standing femalo figure, omblomatic 


of Constancy, leaning on a staff and holding a cornucopia. 
. 


No. K.—Coin of Claudius. 


Obverse.—Tt. CLAVD. CAESAR. AVG, PM, TR, me rt. TTead of Claudius, 


crowned with laurol. 
Revorse,—rMPER, REOEPT. A represontation of the Prootorian camp at 


Rome, on the tribunal of which is a sitting figure of the emperor. 


. No. XI !.—Coin of Claudius. 


Obverse Tt, OLAVD. OATSAR. AVG. P.M. TR, P. tt. EHead of Claudius, 


crowned with laurel. 
Reverse. —Pacr. avevstas. A figure of Victory with a caducous, before 


whom a serpent is retreating. , i 





: . > . * . ° a 
Y Another coin inthe collection similar to this ano, but of difforont mintago, has on 
the obyorso Tl. CLAVD, CARBAR, AYG. P.M, TR, PX. IMP, FE, 
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No. XLL—Coin of Clauidins, 


Obverse.— TL, OLAVD. GAWSAR. AVG, 2M TR. 2B. VI IMP. XD , Head of 
Claudius, crowned with lanrol, 
Reverso.—onavanzian, avuystL. A sitdiug fomalo ligne. 
e 


No. XJII%—Coin of Claudius. 


Odversae—T, OLAVD, OARBAR. AVG. BM. TR, 1.x. me. vp. ITond of 


Claudius, crownod with laurel. 
Reverse. 8.2.Q.2. VL. OB.8. A wroath of oak loaves (the civic crown). 


No. XIV ".—Coin of Agrippina, wifo of the Emperor Claudius. 


Obvarse,—AGRirrina. avavetan, ITead of Aprippina. 
Revers.—¥l. OLAVD. OABSAR, AVG. GERM. PM. Wu. vot, er. Toad of 
Olaudius, with tho usual wreath. . 


No. XV.—Coin of Nevo. 


Obuerse.—-NERONI, GLAVDIO. VRVSO, GERM. Gos, DEestuN., Youthful head 


of Nero. 
Reverse. —-HQUSTER. ORDO, PRINCIPY. TyVRNI. A shiold. 


No. XVI.—Coin of Novo, 


Obverse.--NERO. OLAUD. CAMS. DRVAVS. GERM. rRInd tyvunt. Youthful 


hoad of Novo. ' 4 
Raversd.—RAOERD. COOPT. IN. OMNI, COON. SVPQA. NvM. ux. 8.0. Tho 
lituus, tripod, aud othor savordotel instrun mL, 


No. XVII.—Ooin of Claudius, at wek after his death, 


Obverse,—DIVVS. GLAVoTvA. avavervs. TToad of Claudius, 
Reverse.—Ex, 8.0. A carpontum daawn by tow horses. 


No. XVIIL.—Qoin of Nero aud his mothor, Agrippina. 


Obverse.—NGRO. OLAVD. DIVI. Ty CAHSAR, AVG, GEM. IMP, 9h. 2. COs. 


Heads of Noro and Agrippina. 

Reverse.—AGRIFPA, AVG. DIVI. OLAVD. NERS. CAR, MATER, A car 
drawn by four clophants, in which aro soatod two soliors, ono of 
whom has his helinet olovated on tho point of his spear, 


No, XTX,—Coin of Noro. 


Obverse.—NERO. CARSAR, AVG. iar. TToad of Nero, without the usual 


laurel wroath, . 
Reversa.—A, coveal wreath, within which mx, s.o.; round tho margin 


PONTIT, MAX, TR. Bevy. OOS, TIE. P.P. 


* 
se maeueinasinamemennbiaundmrumeaneeneeenent 





18 There aro six coins in tho collection similar to this, but varying from tho XI to 
SSVI your of Tribunitian powor. 
\eThere is anothay coin similax to this in tho collection, but struck: apparently from a 
different dio. . 
40 sc edmilted ag supernumerary priest info ovory college by deorey of the Sonute, ” 
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No. XX2!,—Coin of Noro. 


Obverse,—NERO. CAESAR. AVG. rue. lead of Nexo without a wroath. 

Rever§e.— PONTE, MAX. TR. FP. VIL BP. cos TW BP. Wiguro of a 
Roman soldier, holding in his hands some kind of orb, surrounded 
with a flat rim. 


No. XXI.—Coin of Nero. 


‘ 

Obverse,—WERO, CAESAR. AVG. IMP. Foad of Noro without a wroath. 

Reverse,—PONTIF. MAX. TR. P. VI. cos, Tr. pe, Across the coin mx. 
so. A fomale figure resting on a long-jointod stall or spoar-shatt, 
holding in her right hand three dazts. 


No. XXII.—Ooin of Nero. 


Obverse.—NERO. OAUSAR. AVG. IMP. Head of Nevo, without a wronth. 
Reverse—Ponvir. MAX. TR. BP. VII. os. Wu. P.P. Across tho coin wx. 
so. A standing figure of a soldier loaning on his spear. 


“The next important discovery of gold coins,” Dr. Bidie writes, 
“took place in the Madura district in a piece of waste land near the 
village of Caliempootoor in the Tyempully taluk in tho year 1856.% 
Two tank-diggers, while excavating brick-oarth thore, came wpon an 
earthon pot, about the size of a mango, containing 63 coins of the 
Roman emperors. The pot was found about 14 feet below the surface 
of the ground and near tho bank of the rivor Shunmoogum Naddy, 
which is adjacent to the boundary of the Madura and Ooimbatore 
districts. Before the authorities beeame aware of the discovery, 6 of 
the coins were made away with by tho finders. The Government thon 
directed that the wholqof the remaining 57 should be purchased and 
sent 1o Madras, buf only 28 were ultimately received, the romaindor 
having been sold or lost in the Madura district. This is much to be 
regretted, as it is not improbable that, amongst those which wero kept 
back, there may have been coins of dynastios not ropresented in the 
museum. Tho Madura coins form the chief portion of ie Roman serios 
in the museum.” Concerning this sories, Dr. Bidie writes furthor*! : 
“The whole of the (gold) Roman coinsféu the museum belong to the 
Imperial series axid extend from Drusvis (B.C. 8) to Commodus, who 
ascended the throne 180 A.D. The following is a list of the emperoxs, 
etc., to whose reigns the coins belong :— ; 


Drusus, senior . Domitian ,. 81— 96 A.D. 

(consul) ,, — 8 BO. Norva «+ 96-98 4, 
Tiberius  ,, 14— 87 A.D. Trajan «. 98—117 ,, 
Caligula ., 87—~— 41 ,, Tladvian 4, 117-188 ,, 
Qlaudius ., 41— 54 ,, Commodus °, 180—~198 ,, 
Nero ,. +. b4— 68 ,, 





*t There is a coin simlar to this in the collootion, but atrnek, apparently, whon 
Tribune for the tenth time, and from an improved die. 

2 Catalogue of Coins in the Madras Museum, 1874, p. % ” 

38 “ About the same time three washerwomen of Karur, whilo searching for Fuller’s 
earth, came upon large chatty containing some hundreds, if not thousands, of devant, 
There were five or six Madias measures of them. They were sold to Chotties for half their + 
weight in rupees, and the finders have bought themselves land and built, good houses with 
the procceds I cannot hear that a single denarius remained unmoltod. My informant 
believes that most of them wore like an Augustus J showed him.’—Tho Rov, ony 
Little, Madras Ohristian College Magazine, December 1883, p. 338, 


4 Jc, p. 6. 
RIA 


. ¢ nie 


* 


ROWAN COINS 2] 


Lt will bo obsorved that thera are two brouks in tho series, viz., from 
68to 81 A.D., and again from 138 to 180 A.D. On tho whole, however, 
we have roason to jo thankful for thoso rere and iutorosting rqvords of 
the past, and if is quito within tho rango of povsibility that the gaps 
may, in tho courso of time, be duly filled up by futuro finds of hiddon 
treasure, As the collection stands ovon now, it looks so completo that, 
one might almost suppose dhe eoins had been carried to the Mast in tho 
cabinet of somo ancient coin*colloctor, instead of having been intro. 
duced for purposes of commores. It is to be rogrotiod that thoro aro no 
coins of the emporors who succeeded Oommodus and roignod until tho 
upper empiro ovasod. and the anarchy of the thirty tyrants bogan.” 

Jn 1878 a find of Roman coins was made noar Marur in tho Coim- 
batore district, concorning which the Rev. JTvury Little writes as 
follows® :—‘Ono afternoon, last August (1882), while busy in my study, 
a native friend ontered and placed on my table six small picoes of flat 
metal, almost round and a little larger than four-anna pieces, very black- 
looking, and much covered with earthy matter. To the inquiry what 
are these, an answor to the effect that they might be old Indian coins 
was returned, and thon othor mattors wore talkod about. During this 
conversation one of tho picces of medal was rubbed quito mochanically 
a, few times ovor tho oloth on the tablo, and, when my eyo next fell wpon 
it, in silvery shoen and in somowhat antique Roman charactors thore 
appeared to my astonishod gaze the lotters Max.... vont. 1 at once 
saw thet tho black lumps in my hand were Roman coins, and when 
they had been cleanod by acid and ‘the image and ‘suporsoription ’ 
brought out there was no further roém for dowbt. I learnt that a Sowoar 
had about a hundred of these oop and arrangononts wero tnale to 
obtain possession of thom as oxpoditiously as possible, It seems they 
were dug up by,.a famino cooly in 1878 while ongeged in deepening a 
water-courso near Karur in the Ooimbatore district, and that thove 
were about 500 of thom in an carthen pot. Two-thirds wore ‘molled to 
mike bangles and what fell to mo was the romnindor, 

“My Roman ooins are silver denari’, tho Now Tostamont penny. 
For five centuries after the founding of Rome, that is up to tho third 
century B.C., the Romans had copper money only, In 269 B.C. 
silver coins were struck, and during the asoondoney of Julins Coosax g 
gold coinage was introducod, the commonest picco boing tho aureus, 
equal to 36 denarii, The weight of the denarius variod, In the timo 
of Augustus 84 wero struck for a Roman pouid, making oach coin to be 
about 60 grains. Several of those in my possossion aro about 58 grains 
in weight, showing that tho lapso of time has told vory little upon 
them, and with respoot to other matters the samo remark applios, The 
lettors of the insoriptions are clear and tho ‘imago’ of the emporors is 
very bold and distinct, suggesting the inferenco that soon alter they 
left the mint these coins word buried, and so suffered little loss by 
passing froquently from hand to hand. 

“'T'wenty-sevon of jhe coins belong to tho reign of Augustus, and 
ninety to that of Tibortus. Although all the former commemorate the 
sumo ovont, thoy are not all from one dio. On the obverse of these 
coin i8 a lauroate head of Augustus, facing to the right, and boginning 
from tho right-hand sido of the bust the insoription runs as follows :—~ 








- #8 Madras Christion Cullogo Magasino, Qutobor 1883, pp. 219-228, 
‘TY re. 
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CAESAR. AVGVSTVS. DIVI. F. PATYR. PArRAR. On the reverse side stand 
two draped figures, each grasping a shicld and spear which aro groundod 
befwoen,them. Above tho shields are a /fuus or divining rod and a 
simpulum or smal] vessel for pouring libations of wino to the gods, which 
from its small size gave rise to the proverb exertare fluctus in singrtlo, Le. 
‘much ado about nothing.’ Below the figuro, wo read ¢. 1. CAMSARLS., 
and following on from the right AVG@VsTI. ¥. GOS, DUSIGN. PRING. 
JVVENT.” : 

‘On the second coin we have a lanreato head of Tiborius facing to. 
the right with the following inscriplion:—vI. CAESAR. DIVI, AVG. 1, 
AVGVSTVS. oo. On the reverse side of tho coin we have a female 
figure seated on a chair of state, In hor right band is a spear, and the 
left holds a branch; tho inscription is PONTIT. MAXIM., an abbreviation 
of Pontifex Maximus.” is 

As regards the discovory of Roman copper coins in Southern India, 
Mr. Sewell says : °°“ A number of coins of all ages have been found at 
the ‘Seven Pagodas’, amongst others, Roman, Chinese and Persian. A. 
Roman coin damaged, but believed to be of Theodosius (A.D. 393), 
formed part of Colonel Mackenzie’s collection.” The reading piven by 
Prinsep ”” of the latter coin, which was found at the Soven Pagodas 
together with several others hearing the same device, but of smaller 
size, is :— 


Obverse.—. ... DOBIUS PP..... Head with star on the right. 
Reverse.—euort4 RoMANoRUM. ‘Three figuros standing, armed with 
spears. . 


Afteh describing * the finds of Reman gold coins as affording testi- 
mony of the frequont intorcourse of Roman traders with the Indian 
Ocean, Sir Walter Elliot goes on to say : “ Still more decisive proof is 
supplicd by the existorico of groat numbors of Roman coins occurring 
with Chinese and Arabian pieces along the Coromandel coast. Tho 
Roman spocimens are chiefly oboli, muvh effaced, but among thom I 
have found the epigraphs of Valentinian, Thoodosius, and udocia, 
These are found, after every high wind, not in ono or two placos, but 
at frequent intervals, raeens an oxtfisive commerce between China 
and the Red Sea, of which the Coromandel coast seems to have been the 
emporium. The Western traders must eithor have circumnavigated 
Ceylon or como through the Paumban passage, probably by the latter 
way, but in either case must have communicated freely with Ceylon.” 
Further, Sir Walter Elliot says elsowhore % on tho same subjoct: 
“ Along the Coromandel coast, from Nellore as far south as Cuddalore 
and Pgndicherry, a class of thin copper die-struck coins, which, 
although not directly connected with the Andhra type, may be 
appropriately considered next. They are found in considerable 
numbers in or near dunes and sand-knolls in tho vicinity of the kupams 
or fishing hamlets that stud theshoro, together with Roman oboli, 
perforated Chinese coins, bits of lead and othor metal, boads, fragments 
of charcoal, &o. 





26 Op cit,, vol, i, p. 190, 
7 Journ As Soc Bong 1882, vol i, p. 406, pl. x, fig 46. 
2 Tnd,"Ané, 1873, vol, n, p, 242 

Nunusmat Orient Coins of Southon India, 1885, p. 36. 
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* «Togo aro collected by the wives and childron of the fshormen 
after gales of wind or hoavy rains, and purchased fromm thom by the 
itinerant podlars, called Tabis and M orkayars, in oxohange fi or wsoful 
necessaries, hy whom they aro sold to braviers and oopporsmiths, Tho 
discovery of articlus of this dosoriplion in such looulitios indiogtos the 
existenco of a considorablo maritino trade in former times, probably 
during the first four or fivo contyrios of tho Christian ora. 

«'The Roman coins are*allof tho smallost valua, and aro gonerally 
worn smooth, bul on two or threo tho namos of Valontinian and 
Tudocia havo boon read.” It is mush to bo xogrotted that thoso coins 
aro nearly always so worn that it is foniaee dle to docipher their 
legond, and this is notably tho caso with the coins which aro found, from 
time to time, in the Madura district, As rogards this distriol, Mr. Sewoll 
says :*° My, Scdtt, Ploador in tho District Court of Madura, is in possos 
sion of a vory fine collection of anciont coins, mostly found at Madura 
...». The collection includes a large number of Roman copper coins 
(among which I noticed coins of ILonorius and Axcadius), ‘found in 
the bed of the river, ag well asa Chinoso coin from tho samo place. 
The discovery of so many copper coins of the Roman ompizo scems to 
argue the oxistenco at Madura of a Roman colony at ono poriod, If 
the coins wero mexoly gold or silver, the discovery would not be so 
significant,” : 

To the Rev. James H. Tracy [ am indebted for the following list 
of Roman coins in his cabinet, which wero collected in the Madura 
district. 

GOLD. 


Aureus of Domitian. 


Obverse——Laugonto head of omporor %, GERMANIC? IMP, OARS, DONTE 
ANVS AUG, 
Reve s6.—~ Telmoted head of emporor t. Pwr, ROW, TLL IMR. Vv, COB. x. 
PP 
Aurous of Thoodosius. 


Obverse.—TLoad of omporor, with the logond of hie namos and titlos, 
Revorse.—Sianding figures J* tho two sous of tho gmporor, and the 
logon. satys. RumrvEttcAR, In tho oxorgun conos, 


Found in the Tirumangolam taluk, 


Auxous of Constans IL’? 


Found in tho Tirumangalam taluk. 


Copper coins of Theodosius, ono of Monorius (?), and sovoral-other 
coppor Roman. coins with indistinct logonds from Madura. 


Two Roman copper coins havo boon recontly sont to the Madras 
Museum from Keelakurai, on tho Madura coast, where thoy woro found 
by Mr. J. P. James, Port officer, togethor with o large number of Bud« 
dhist, Chola, Paindyan,* and othor coins, on which I shall roport in 
detail elsewhorc, Both coins aro vory much worn, and the logends on 
the obverse aro outiroly illogible. One bears on the obverso tho head of 
somo omperor, and on the roverso a cross withina circlo; while the 
oral aetouientcskcaame tna ocesstnsnipsnoasesohcwicu' wiaplamimwste ‘ita!> ‘a tn 

. WY Op, cit., vol, 1, pp 286 and 291, 
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other bears on tho obvorse tho head of an emperor (Docentius "or Julia- 
nus II ?), and on tho reverse vor, XV. MUL. Xx, in four lines within a 
laurel wreath fastened above with a cireular omamont. As regards 
the quéstion how the Roman coins wero originally brought to India, 
I may with advantage quote extracts from the article by Oaptain Drury*! 
40 which I have already referred. ‘‘ We will now,” he says, “ consider, 
"in a brief and somewhat imperfect skotch, 10 what oxtent and in what 
manner the Roman trade first aroso and was subsequently carried on 
with the countries of the Hast, and more especially with that part of 
India, to which we would more exclusively refer, the Malabar coast, 
and also what degroe of information the Romans actually possossed of 
this part of the country, and whet kmd of commodities were chiefly 
sought for their luxury or use. ; 

«“ Previous to their conquest of Egypt, the Romans dorived the benofits 
of Eastern commerce mdirectly trom the morchants of that country, 
who, under the ragn of Alexander and the Ptolemies, monopolised the 
entire {rade of India and the adjacent countries. Besidos this route, 
the articles of Indian produce and manufacture were imported into 
Europe by a longer and move tedious way than that cf the Red Soa, 
Being brought im vessels up the Persian Gulf and Huphrates, they were 
conveyed thence across land to Palmyra, then the+grand emporium of 
Bastern commerce, and which, in its central position, became an impor- 
tant place from its flourishing and prosperous trade. From Palmyra 
the goods were catied to the different ports of Syria, and thence dis- 
tributed to the various countries bordoring on the Moditerranean Sea. 
At last the Romans, having niece Greece and Syria to thoir sway 
and overcome the Republic of Carthage, made a descent upon Egypt, 
which soon yiolded to the force of thoi ‘arms, and from this timo that* 
rich and colebratesl country was transformed into a,l%oman province, 
This happoned during the reign of Augustus, and about thirty yours 
before the birth of Christ, * 

“From this time we may conalude that all direct intercourse of the 
Romans with the Hast commenced,” 


“ They followed ‘up their victories wi{h that characteristic energy for 
an increased. trade which they ever displayed after the subjection of a 


n 





anne 





31 Journ , As Soc, Bong, 1851, vol xx, pp. 876-880 

% Dr G Oppert writes (Mildzas Journal of Tatoatmo and Seionco, 1879, vol xxiv, 
p 209-210) ‘The moe tho commerce mereased bet woon India and the Roman Empne, 
the gronte: progress was also mado in thoart of navigation. Tho Wostoin trado was 
viewed m India with favorable oyos, and the occasional embassies which woro sont fiom 
India to Roman emporors show this fact plamly Thus we hoar of Indian onvoys with 
precious presents being sent to Augusius, Claudius, Antoninus Pius, and Julanus. 

‘* With respect to the Imowlodgo concaning Tndia, 14 18 cortain that the author of tho 
Pentplus (Maris Erythra) did not double Cape Comorm, but Pliniua was acquamtod with 
the Koromandel’ Coast, and Ptolemy's Imowledge embiacad Burmah and oven China 
This countiy was visited bya Greok merchant Aloxandios, who stopped at Kanton. 

_ Markianos of Heralkloa and Ammuanus Marcollinus provide on those points atill more acon- 
rate accounts We may, perhaps, be allowed to tall Navstathmos (Karnoi), Theophila * 
(Suradaia) in Gujarat, Byzantium on the Malabar coast and other placos Grocian colomes. 

As long as Romo was the sole capital of the empire, Indian poods wont from Alox- 
andiia mainly to Romo, but when the empire bocama divided, Byzantzum, o1 ast is now 
called Constantinopohs, participatod mm the rocoipt of tho Hastein article, Among the 
merchants, who met im Alexandna, many Tindus woro to bo found, though the statue of 
the river god Indus im that town was probably the gift of a Guook and dot of a BAndu, 
The presonco of Brahmans 1s eyon roported trom Constantinople 
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foreign people, and tho g&rious prospoot of an undivided command of 
the astern trade addod an unusual dogroo of vigour to their subso- 
quont proceodings, : 

“ Although the ocoupation of Hgypt by the Romans offered them. 
a far greater facility of communicating with India, yot thoir progross 
in this respect appears to have been slow and gradual, Augustus pio-+ 
bably being moro dosirousol ftmly ostablishing his authouty in that 
country than extonding his views to tho conquest of remotor lands, 
No expedition to tho countries bordoring on tho Red Soa ato Lo 
have been meditated till some soventy or oighty yoors aftor the 
Egyptian conquost. During all this timo tho trado had boon opiriod. 
on by Greek or Ugyptian vessels, Without venturing far to soa, the 
commanders of thoso ships, starting from tho port of Berenioo (which 
still retains its ancient namo), wore in the habit of oreoping slowly along 
the Arabian coast up tho Persian Gull, and noyer, porhaps, reaching 
farther than the mouths of the Indus, till at last a certain commander, 
more venturosome than his prodocessors, boldly pushed across the oodan, 
and, favored by the monsoon, safely rcached the port of Musiris on the 
Malabar coast:5* This successful voyago was but the prelude to othox 
more fortunate ontorprises, and so rapid became tho imoroase of com~ 
munication that not long afterwards a floet of ono-hundrod and twenty 
sail was annually waftod by tho assistance of the monsoon from tho 
Red Sea to the coast of Malabar, from whivh time a regular trado was 
established botween tho ports of Egypt and the Red Sea and those 
of the western coast of India, 


“From tho doath of Augustus to tho elevation of Trajan to the 
imperial throno, no important additions had been made to tho limits 
of the empire with tho oxception of Britain, ‘Tvgjan soon bogan to 
entertain the ideavof ourrying the Roman anus to tho Mast, and, ciroum~ 
navigating the coast of Arabia, vainly hoped at longth to reach the 
shores of India; but the expodition was so far tmauccessful, and, the 
death of that omperor soon after taking place, the projoot was entirely 
abandoned by his successor Lladrian. 


“The attempt of Trajan, who diod 117 A.D., was nover ropeatod by 
his successors, nor does thore appear to havo boon any fresh acquisition 
made to the knowledge hithorto obtained of tho wostern part of India 
until the reign of Justinian, whon, owing to tho inerease of the silk 
trade, the rival powor of the Porsians sprang up. The empire was evon 
then in its decline, and tho traffic, and, consoquently, the dominion over 
these seas being successfully disputod hy a maritime people, tho Romans 
were soon compelled io share, and finally 10 abandon, the profits of their 
commercial dealings with India, which had hithorio boon crownod with 
such advantage and succoss. 


“Even the information which the most colobratod writers of tho 
first and second centuries had obtained of India was most inacourato 


© bal 
een mn nite tamara ene iediienameneemdimernnr mannan ennmerenaenenmnena in inaanananamarerane munneeataa eee RR REET OTTERS 
% Tt is not oxactly known whore tho prosont position of Musi:is lios, or ovon of Baraca 

ehothor port which was not far fiom it, “Robertson adopting the opinion of Mayor Ronnall 

ig molinad to fix them both botiweon the modorn towns of Gon and Tollichory, rolying on 

a xen of Phny that ‘thoy woro not fay distant from Cotitonara, a country whore popper 
#® produced in groat abundanco.” Tn this case Baraco mght bo Baavoot, a gonorally 

supposed, and Mugsiia in all miobalaility Manealoro. 
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and imperfect, and Strabo, Plolemy, Pling, and others ™ equally ac. 
knowledge and regret the scanty materials which they possessed rogard- 
ing the true position and places of the Indian continent ; yet Onape 
Comorin was even then celebrated for its poarl-fisheries, and Ceylon, 
discovered under the reign of the Emporor Claudius, had already sent 
an embassy to Rome. : 

“Tt is most probable that the Romans never exerted thomsclves to 
penetrate to any great distance for the commodities thoy procured from 
the Hast, boing contented to carry on their trade at those markets on the 
Malabar coast which were casiest of access and sufficient for the pur- 
poses required. One or more ports, such as Musiris or Barace, were most 
likely the chosen spots to which were gathered the necessary products 
of the Indian countries from whatever side they were brought, and from 
thence they were shipped to Egypt, and thence to the shores of Italy. 
Merchandise was also conveyed, and, perhaps, still more frequently than 
by sea, across the country, enriching several towns and cities on the 
route which becamo the emporia of such commercial goods as were 
despatched from the eastern to the wostern coast. 

“ Thus the modern town of Arambvoly, called Arguropolis by the 
Greeks, was celebrated in those days for ils extont and for the busy 
trad@ carried on there. Ptolemy also and Pliny mention Kotar or 
Nagercoil under the names of Cottiara and Cotto.a metropolis; while 
the Greek and Egyptian’ marmers being afraid of doubling Cape 
Oomorin,™ used to find a safe anchorage for their vessels in the little 
harbours of Oovalum and Oolachull to the northern part of that cape, 
aud which were called in thoso days—the former Oolis or Colias and 
the latter Cojaci. 

“The chief articles of oxport from India during tho time of tho 
occupation of Egypt by the Romans were spices of various kinds, 
diamonds and other precious stones, ivory, pearls, silk, &e., the lattor 
probably brought from China only. Cinnamon was perhaps more 
extensively imported from Arabia or the eastern coast of Africa, in 





34 The prinorpal classical works which spoak of India includo— 


Diodorus Siculus ‘ ts ve Cun oa 8 AD, 
Strabo ee ee o. a ened 23 Oy, 
Phny ss a F oy, ee Urea 17 yy 
Penplus Mans Riythrei ve se perhaps 81- 96 ,, 
Piolemy ., ee ‘ os porhaps 188-161 ,, 
Ainan .. ve ate ve . perhaps 160-160 ,, 
Pausanias ,, oe a ae «» perhaps 166-180 ,, 
Bar desancs ie oF i vy Oba 214 y, 
Ahan % ve te oe O08 225 4, 


Dion Chrysostom and Plutarch (about 100 A D) also refer to India, and the Indian 
embassies ave degoribed by Strabo, Suetonius, Dion Vassius, and Phny , but with exception, 
perhaps, of Pliny, the Roman hustorians seem to have had very little original mformation 
as to the far Hast’? © Reigmer Conder, RE, Syran Stone Lore, 1886, p. 231, 

35 “Tt (Cape Comorin) is called Komaria Akion, Cape Komana, by Ptolomy, and 
Komare. or simply Koma by the author of the Paiplus. Tho lattor says: After Batard , 
ocouis the mountam called Pyrzhos (or the Red) towards the south, noar anothor district 
of tho country, called Parhla (where the poail-fisheries are which, belong to king Pandion) 
and a city of the name of Kolkho1 In this tract theeirst placa mot with 16 callod Bala, 
which has a good habour and # village on its shoro, Next to this is anothor placa 
called Koma1, where is the cape of the same namo and a havon.’’—~Bishop Caldwoll’s 
History of Tinnevelly, 1881, p. 19. 

Mr Scott suggests that the Pyrrhos of tho author of the Poriplus 1s probably ‘ 
Trichengode, ‘ Teiuson k6da,’”’ the holy red pom 0, mountain. 
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allusion to which a modern writer has romarked that tho seaport of 
Aden waa in those days used by the Romans as an ontrepbt for tho mum. 

chandise passing from India to Hgypt. That seaport waa apparently 
the same place which Ptolomy named ‘Arabi w omportan,’ and the anthor 
of the Periplus tolls us thot a little before his time it was dostyoyed hy 
the Romans; but’it is to be prosumed that the Romana followed up. 
their viotory by ocoupations for dho position assigned iv the Poriplus (o 

Arabia Folix togethor with thé principle that it is nature whieh chioily 

dotermines the sito of » groal maritime emporium proves that tho placo 

in quostion was no othor than Adon, which in the filth eont ary was tho 

Roman emporium of tho Tndian trade.” Pepper was onthely supy lied 
from the Malabar coast, and largo quantities wore shipped ovory season 

tor the markets at Romo, whore it was ostcemed one of tho growost 

luxuries of the day. Whon Alario was besieging Rome in tho fitth 

century and condescondod to acoopt a ransom for the city, ha expressly 
stipulated for tho doliveranco ‘ of 3,000 1b. of pepper,’. somnich valuo 

was atlachod to that commodity, All sorts of piceious stones wore 

eagerly sought after by tho woalthior inhabitants, though it is singular 

that the Romans sot a, higher value on poarls than thoy did on diamonits, 

The former were procured as ab the present day noar Ceylon and Capo 
Comorin, and the minos af Sumbhalapura, in Bengal, aro prohebly ha 

same which yielded thoir treasures lor tho Roman merclmnis some 

twenty centurics ago. Lastly, ivory, ebony, and a fow conmoditios of 

minor importance completed tho list of useful or luxurious articles 

which wore transmitted from this country. 

“ From the abgvo briof skotch of the communication which the Romans 
had with the wostorn coast of India and the onumoration of tho chiol 
articlos of commerce, which altvactod their mereahants hither for the 
purposes of trades we have little ooeasion to bo surprifed at the discovery 
of such coins as have from timo do time beon found in this country, 
Tho groat difflculty lies in dotormining by whom and bow thoy wore 
actually brought hore, and how many conturios muy havo passod away , 
sinco thoy wero cithor lost or deposited in those spots whonvo thay are 
now iakon. ‘Tho oldest coins in tho presont oalisetion are theso of 
Augustus andthe Intoat thoso of Antoninus Pius, ombrgcing a pee of 
about one-hundred anc forty years. Wo must, {heroforo, conclude that. 
they were all brought hero subsoynent to, or during tho reign of, the 
last-mentionod omperor, while the vory remarkeblo stato of prosorvation 
in which thoy oxist would lead us 10 suppose that they had never beon in 
extensive circulation or usq proviously, It can bo no matter of surprise 
that ng other memorials of thoso times are found upon this coast, such as 
buildings, &e., for tho ancients obtainod no footing in the country, but 
merely camo and rpturned with thoir ships Inden with morchandise, 

« In the absence of all direct tostimony as to the probable fact, of theso 
coins having been conveyed hore by the Romo-Lgyptian traders, 
there is another supposition, worthy of {aking into considorntion, whother 
they may not havo pen brought here by those Jewish refugees, who, 
emigrating from Palestine about the yoar 68 A.D., spread themsolves 
over this part of the continont at that early period, That country wag 
then a Roman provinos, and, ‘consequonily, oman money was thoro in 
circulation. At that time ton thousand Jows with thoix familics came 
-and séttled on the coast of Malahar, and disporsed themselves in various 
ness ehiofly on the goa coast, Now supposing sevaral omigiations of 
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the kind to have succoeded each other and taken place during the third 
and fourth centuries (Palestine did not cease to be a Roman province 
until the beginning of the seventh century), itis not unlikely that these 
coins may have been brought by them, and either from suffering 
persecution or:oppression at the hands of the natives, they may have 
buried these treasures for greator seourity or concealment; but besides 
the Jews, the Nestorian Christians may have been instrumental in 
conveying foreign coins to those countries: In 485 A.D., they obtained 
a footing in Persia, whence they spread into almost every country of 
the Hast; but Ido not consider this theory entitled to so much con- 
sideration from the fact of the coins being found in greater numbers on 
or near to the sea coast, on which account it would assuredly be more 

lausible to support the idea of their having been brought by the 
eee from Egypt, or the Jews from Palestine, presuming the latter 
people in their emigration came either by way of the Red Sea or the 
Persian Gulf.” 
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Tho [*} astovisk signifies thatjtho coin was found in Southern India, 


(moment re engender Mi enumerate aR rrmetintenpntrensentt temas mirhitinptrveneaeeninnnyt 











No. | Weight. Obverse, Ravergo. 
OALIUS OOTAVIUS CAIPRAS AUGUSTUS, 
20 B.O.-14 AD. 
(a) SILVER, 
| 668 |.e..... DIVE Pater. | avavatry, mw vos... In 
patara. Toad of Augu exorgum oataange. Two 
tus 2, shiolds and spears sup- 


portod by two Lwuros. 
x > 
& 
2*) 642 | oasan. avavatvs, Tlend of | Inseription illogihle, Two 
Augnatus v, shivlls and spoars sup- 
ported by two figuros. 


(3) COPPER, 


3 O55 [DIV cee +» Head of | erovipn (wira), Tn field gc, 
Augustus 1, , Asquaro altar divided into 
compartments. 
@ | 141-7 | avavarvs. parur. TToad of 8. & in field, 
Augustus 1, Fascon ? 
(c) BRASS. 


oak of Augustus 1, um 8.0, Oores sented L, 
olding eara of corn (?) in 
: hand, lighted torch in 


5 | 2065 [uz] VVAS. OMIBAR, AUG. +464 | s«ea AVoveTA, In oxor« 








} The woight iy givon in grains. 
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No. | Weight 
xe eee nee 
1%, | 118°87 
2* | 11578 
3* | 117-41 
6 
4* | 115-55 
1*¥} 1148 


| 
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Obvorse. Reverso. 
DRUSUS' SENIOR, 
Consent, 8 B.C, 
* 
GOLN, 
NERO, CLAVD Ooms. DRvSYS.|[SAcERD]. coorT. TN. OMN. 
ourm....,.. Unlaureate} conn, sup. num. Tn the 
hoad of Drusus 1. centro a caldron-like 








NERO OLAVD. DRVSVS. GERM. 





PRINCP. IvvenT. Un- 
laureate head of Drusus 1. 


NERO. OLAVDIVS. DRYSVS, 
GERMANIOUS. IMP. Lau- 
reate head of Drusus 1. 


ea bee DRYVSVS 
GERMANIOVS. Me, Tau. 
roate head of Drusus 1. 





+ vessel on three legs, with 


a ladle-like implemont 
abovoit;to x, the lituus or 
crooked staff of tho Augur, 
with which he divided the 
face of the heavens. 


Triumphal arch surmounted 


by two human figures 
seated and an equestrian 
v., holding a spear; horse 
prancing. Below the horse 
and over the crown of the 
arch pg (?). 


Trophy, consisting of a 
standard, ~ two shields 
crossed, and arrows, 
Round the margin, 


between the rays of the 
tiophy, DD. GERMANIS. 





ANTONIA, 


Wirt or Drovsvs. 


GOLD. 


e 
[antonta]. AvavstaA. Head | cons [rawtian]. aveverr, A. 


of Antonia, crowned with 
a cerenl wreath. 


standing female figure, 
emblomatic of Constancy, 
leaning on a staff and 
holding a cornucopia, « 
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* 
Woight. | Obvorse, 2 Rovorse. 


ener 





No, 











TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS NERO. 
14~87 A.D, 
GOLD, 


1* | 109-83 | TL. OAMSAR. DIV, AVG. F.{ PONTIF. MAXIM. Vosta site 
avevsrys. Laureato head] ting on a square seat x, ; a 


of Tiberius x, spear in x, hand, branch 
“ " (?)inl. - 
2* we ” ” 
: 
8* 1 116-28 | OMSAR. AVGVSTVS. DIV. F./ 9. OMISAR.. eee OA 
PATER. Patria. Laureato| triumphal quadriga ; 
head of Tiberius x. horses walking r. 
a” * 
4* | 116-48 | TY. caiaan. DIVE AVG. F./DIVI. AVG. ..... DIV. PB 
” avevetvs. Laureato head] Laureate head r. 


of Tiberius x. 


SIRVvER.! 
5*¥ |) 691 rr, omsaR. Drv Ava. ¥.| Poy maxim. Female figure 
Avavet... Laureate head} seated x., holding spear in 
of Tiberius r. x. hand, branch in 1. 
6¥ 671 i 











CAIUS CAMSAR CALIGULA. 


87-41 A.D. 
GOLD. 
1* | 117-11 |G. GMBAR. AVG, GRIM. P.M. | GHRMANICVS, Os. P.O. O28, 


TR. Pot. Laureatehead of| ava. aurm. Unkureate 
Caligula x. head of Germanicus x. 





1 A coin of this typo has boon quite recently found at Beuwdda by 
Mr. A. Ron of the Archeological Survey, ' 
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No | Weight e Obvarae, ‘ Reverso. 








oameeeteanaaeetien retin, 





. 


TIBERIUS OLAUDIUS DRUSUS GERMANIOUS. 
4}-54 A.D. 


GOLD, 
1* | 115-48 | vr, onavp. cmsan. Ava. PM.{ Oak wreath in field, on- 
T, PX. ime PP. Lan-| circling the inscription 
reate head of Claudius x. 8. PQ. R. 
P,P. 

OB. 0. 8. 
2* 115 82 | TL. OLAVD. OABSAR. AVG, P.M, | DE BRITANN... On the 
TR. B Vi, IMP xI. Lau-| frieze of a triumphal arch, 
reate hoad of Claudius x. surmounted by an eques- 


trian figure ]. and trophies 
of arms at each corner. 


* 


8* | 117°32 | 71. oLhavD omsaR. Ave. P.M.| Pact. av [evsta]. Winged 
TR. B.X. MP. PP. Lau-| naked re, holding ,in 


reate head of Claudius x. r. hand?, in 1 caduceus 
hold over head of an erect 
e snake. 
4* ae 
2 ” ao 
¥ 
5* 1165 | gr OLAVD, OASAR. AVG. GERM. | NERO. OLAUD. OMS. DRVBVS, 
BM, TRoee se eee Lau-| G@RM, PRING. tVVENT. TUn- 
reate head of Claudius r. lauroate head of Drusus, 
senior, l, 


6* | 115 72 | prvvs. oravpivs, Avevsrvs. | Quadriga, drawn by horses 
“Laureate head of Olaudius} 2 mx. 8. 0. in exergum. 
1. 


TIBERIUS OLAUDIUS NERO DRUSUS. 
54-68 A.D. 


GOLD. 


1* 115-13 | wuRO. OAISAR. AVG, Imp. | PONTIF. MAX. TR. P. VIL. COs, 
Head of Nero x. vin. PP. Draped figure 
of Ceres 1. ux. 30, in 

field. 
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No. | Weight. | Obverso, Reverse. 
TIBERIUS OLAUDIUS NERO DRUSUS—continued, 
. 4 64-68 A.D,—continued, 
GOLD—continued. 
Q* 114°8 | NERO. OMBAR. AVG ...., Tho same as 1, 


Head of Nero x. 


3% 117°11 | wuno, omsAR. AVG. IMP, | PONTIC. MAX. TR... .. In the 
Head of Nero r. field a wreath, enclosing 
: the legend =x. 8, 0. 


4% 117°6 7 PONTIN. MAX. TR. P. VI. C08, 
my. v.r. In the field a 
. wreath enclosing thelogend 

EX 8, 0, 


5¥ | 11662 n PONTIF, MAX. TR. P. WW. PP. 
In the field a wreath on- 
closing the legend zx. s, a. 


6% ) 112°86 ” PONTIF, MAX. TR. P. VIIL 008, 
r m1 P.e. Full length figure 

1, with clothes descending 

to the knees; helmet on 

‘ head, 1. foot resting on a 
pedestal, 1, knee bent and 





supporting « globe (?) held 
in the hands. ux. 8, ada 
the field, 

via 117-96 ” ” 

8* 115 97 ” ‘9 

Q* UL 3 PONTIF. MAX. .... In the 


fiold ux. s,0. A fulllength 
figure 1, clothed, helmet 
on head, and having wing- 
ed sandals; x. Inee raised, 
and bent, foot resting on 
pedestal; rv. hand holding 
quiver, 1, hand grasping 
ppear, 


' 
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* 


No. Obverse. 





Waight. ® 


seneiethinnemem, tri trem mr nerintmasincaremtmtnige tn eat 


Reovorso, 





FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS OAiSAR. 


81-96 A.D, 


GOLD. 


* | 118-88 jump. oms DOMITIANYS. AVG 
rpm. Laureate head of 
Domitian r. 


JVPPITER, CONSERVATOR, 
Eagle on perch, with ox- 
* tended wings, , 


2* | 110°75 y DOMII. AVGVSTA. IMP DOMI'. 
. Ttead of Domitian; back 
hair in plaits aud tied in 
long-looped knots; shoul- 
ders draped. 

8* | 11402 | mp. omg. pomrIT. Ave. germ |imp.... Seatod nude figure 

PM ese .. Lau-} of Jupiter. 
i reate head of Domitian r. 

4* | 111-91 | me, cms, DOMITIANYS. AUG, | TR. POT. IT. OOS, VIII, DES. x. 
pM. Laureate head of} rep. ‘“Sténding figuro of 
Domitian r. Domitian x, draped aa 

Mars, with shield on 1 
arm, and throwing javelin 
with v, hand. 

5¥ | 11511 | me. cams. pomrr. Ava. GERM, | IMP. Xr cos. XI... Pr. The 
FM. TR. PV Laureate} omperor standing 1. robed 
head of Domitian yr. as Jupiter. 

6* / 106°97 | pomrTraNves: Ave@vsTVs. GuR-| 008. XIII. LVD. 8M0. Torr. 
mantovs, Laureate head} Salic priest standing L, 
of Domitian r, with rod in ». hand and 

snored shiold on 1. arm. 
COPPER. 
* a a 

7 168 IMP 028. DOMIT. AVG. GERM. | ANNONA....+.+...8.0, in 


COS. XIT. OENS. PER, P. P, 
Laureate head of Domitian 
gmt 


exergum. Qorog soatod x. ; 
a figure standing in, front 
of her; in background 
stem of a galloy. 
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No. | Weight. Obverse, * Rovorse. 
a a a aaa a er a ae ce yaaa mae 


FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS OCAISAR—continued. 
81-96 A.D.—vcontinued. 


COPPER—tontinued, 





8 T5955 |e eee eee, GERM. cos, xu. |[rrpur]. PpvBiica. In the 
onns. Per. PP. Lauroate| fields.c. A female stand- 
head of Domitian x. ing; in 1. hand a basket of 

fruit (?), in x. two ears of 
corn and ® poppy. 


9 1666 |.... vEsP. ¥. pomiT1AN...| Inscription illegible. s. 0. in 
dos. vir Laureate head of| the field. Minerva stand- 
Domitian x, ing with spear in yr. hand, 


circular shiold on 1, arm. 


MAROUS OOCCEIUS NERVA. 
96-98 A.D. 


GOLD. 


1* | 11152 | or. NeryaA. cms. Ava. BM. | dos, TM, PATER. PATRIA. A 
*m. prot. Lauroate head} small vessel, o torch, a 


of Norva x. vaso-like vossel, and the 
lituus. 
a* 116°36 | Ime. WHRVA, Omg. AVG. P.M. | CONCORDIA EXDROLTVVM. 
TR. PB. cos. Pp. BP, Lau-| Two hands joined and 
reate head of Nerva x. holding a military ensign 


crowned with an eagle. 
Tho foot of the ensign 
rests on the prow of a 
* vossel. 





MAROUS ULPIUS TRAJANUS ORINITUS. 
98-117 A.D. 


GOLD. 


1* 10831 | ne. TRATANO, AVG. GER. DAG. | OOS. V. PP, 8.P.Q.R, OPITIMO. 
pe. TR. P. Lauroatohead| vrinc. A full length 
‘ of Trajan x. figure 1., draped; holding 
a ight Jeaf (?) in x. hand 
and spoar in 1, 
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aa ca orma ndat aaammmmenan vememmmeaemeneme mmm tateas vance aaa aaa earner eee) 
No. Weight. | - Obverso, | Rovorse, 








- 


PUBLIUS AULIUS HADRIANUS. 
117-188 A.D. 
Goup. 
1* | 118-2 | mer. cmsar, TRAIAN, wADRI-| cos. mx. A draped figure L., 


anvs. ave. Laureate head| holding? inr. hand, 
of Hadrian r. 


TITUS AURELIUS FULVIUS BOIONIUS 
ARRIUS ANTONINUS. 


188-161 A.D. 
(2) SILVER. 


PONTIF. TR. P. VII. GOS. ITT. 


1 45°3 | ANTONINVS. Prys.AvG. DLau- 
Britannia (7) seated I. 


reate head of Antoninus r. 





(3) BRASS. 


R. POTX, CO...+.. In the 
field s o. Standing figuro 1. 
holding spear in x, and, ? 
in], 


2 | 1685 | [any] onmnvs. AVG. PIVS. 
Head of Antoninus r., dia- 
demed. 





(c) COPPER. 
3 398-4 | IMP, 048.7. EL. mane, An-| Insoription illegible. Figure 
Tontnvs. AUG. Head of| seated. 
Antoninus r., diademed. ; 
4 41-9 jmp... tvs ave.... Head | [vio] ror. Standing figure 


of Antoninus r., with ra-| of Vivtory 1. 
diate crown. 


MAROUS ANNIUS VERUS OCATILIUS SHVERUS. 
161-180 A.D. 
SILVER. ” 
i 87'9 | IMY. 0. M. AVR.,.ALEXAND, | virtvs. Armod Bare Te, 


Ave, Laureate head of |~ holding spear in r, hand, 
Marcus Aurelius rx. shield in 1. 
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No. | Woight. | Obvorse. *Roverso. 
MAROUS ANNIUS VERUS OATILIUS 
SEVERUS— continued. 
161-180 A. D.—continued, 
BILVER—continued. 
2 89°6 . ey. AVRELIVS «ee ee ...008., - ie eb Stand- 
Unianreate head of Marcus} ing figure 1, holdin 
Aurelius r. cornucopia in 1 hand, 
branch (?)in gr. * 
ANNIA FAUSTINA, 
Wirz or Manovs Auraius. 
COPPER. 
1 1875 | [W] AVeTONA. AVG... ....¢6] cee ee BEG oo. tees . 
oad of Faustina r; her! 9,0, in the fiold. Female 
« hair tied in alknotbohind.| figure (Juno ?) standing 
1, holding ? in x. hand, 
spear in 1, 
Q 149°9 | FAVATINA. avovsra. Hload|umarimas. Female figure 
of Faustina x; hair dress-| standing 1., holding cornu- 
od as before. copia in l., hand ?, in x, ? 


MARCUS AQLIUS AURELIUS COMMODUS 
ANTONINTUS. 
180-198 A.D, 
GOLD. 
1* | 111:62 |x, am, AVRED. COMM. AVG. {AV.1InN.....m. Figure of 
a ‘| pz...... Laureate head} Minerva (?) 1, holding 


of Commodus bearded, x. spoar in ry. hand and a 
; small figure in 1, 
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No. | Weight, |- Obvorso. Rovorae, 
ro) 
MAROUS ALIUS AURELIUS COMMODUS 
ANTONINUS—ocontinued. 
180-193 A.D.—continued. 
_GOLD—oontinued. 
Q* ee LD. ARL. AVREL. OOMM. AVG.../IZEROVLI. ROMANO, AVG. 
p. FEL. Laureate head of | Commodus as Hercules, 
: emperor x. . standing naked 1. havin 
a club on his left arm, and 
alion’s skin pendent from 
the arm; his right hand 
is resting on a trophy of 
arms, which stands at the 
right of the fiold. 
COPPER. 
3 |° 857 |. AVRED. comamopvs. TR. P.v | yovr. yroro [mt]... 8.0. in 
The youthful head of| the field. Jupiter, bare 
Commodus r. to the waist, seated on a, 
throne; hasta pura in 1, 
hand, victoriola in x. 
4 157°6 {Inscription illegible, Lau- | Inscription ilogible. s. 0. in 
reate head of Oommodus] the field; cos, vy. e. 2. in 
a : exergum. Jupiter soated, 
holding inl. hand hasta 
pura, in x.? 
5 188-2 | ....MODVS...AVG.PIus |[P] M. TR. B. VOT ,...,. 
i Laureate head of Commo-| vi. cog, mir.....8.0 in 
dus r. the field. Fomale figure 
standing facing, holding 
sword in 1. hand, ? in x. 
6 | 2076 | commopys......Laureato| vors. pmomNN. susom, [era]. 


hoad of Commodus r. 


«a++ 80 in the field. - 
The emperor robod as 
Pontifex, standing 1, and 
pouring out a libation on 
to a tripod altar, on which 
a fire is burning. n 
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No. | Weight. Obverse. Roverse, 
= i) 
MARCUS ZELIUS AURELIUS COMMODUS 
ANTONINUS—continued. 
i 80-193 A.D.—vcontinued. 
» COPPER—continuad, 
7 145 | oomm. Anr,p..... Laureate; aroun. In tho field cos. 
hoad of Commodus r. vi. 8.0, Apollo standin 
with legs crossed; r. and 
extended over his head; 
1. arm resting against a 
column. 
BRUTTIA CRISPINA, 
Wire or Commopus. 
COPPER. 

1 160 | ontsprmya. avausta. Head; concorpra. In the field g.o. 
of Orispina r.; her hair! A female figure seated L., 
braided and tiodin aknot;/ with cornucopia on 1, arm; 
shoulders draped. r, arm extended and hold- 

ing patera. 
JULIA DOMNA, 
. Wirz or Septimus Srvervs, 
SILVER, 

1 497 |tvurs. avaverf, Head of|rmras. ave... Female 
empress r., her hair in| figure standing before an 
broad bands at the sides;| altar, on which she is 
shoulders drapod. pouring a libation from a 

: patera insr. hand. 
* * 
FULVIA PLAUTILLA, 
Wirt or Oaracarna. 
COPPER, 
1 98-3 | PLAVTILLA. avayera.! Undecipherable. 


Head of Plautilla x, hor 
hair braided; shoulders 
drapod. 


1 “Her Latin coins are exceedingly rare. One among Genoral 

Ranisay’s coins was the only one I ever saw at aulo, and a wrotched 

thing it was, not worth having. It was bah be for Mons, Herpin 

, of Paris, whose cabinot was afterwards sold at Sotheby's, 3rd August 
1857, and the somo coin again sold, Hor bost coins, though ver 

rare, are Grock,’? Hobler, Records of Roman History, 1860, vol. ii, 


p. 664, 
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a 














No. | Wiens 6 Obverse. Rovorse. 
MAROUS AURELIUS ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 
222-936 A.D. 
COPPER. 
d 124-2 |ure. 019. M. AVR SEY, ALEX-~| PROVIDENTIA, DEoRuM, In 
ANDER. ava. Head of] the fiold s, « <A robed 
Severus r., with radiate! female figure standing full 
crown. front with legs crossed ; 
1. arm resting on a column, 
above which vises a cor- 
nucopia; on the ground 
at her feet a globe, to 
which she points with x. 
hand. 
2 277-6 |IMP. ALEXANDER. rivs. AvG,| PRovIpENTIA, AVG. In the 
Lauroate head of Severus! field s. c. Robed female 
Yr figure, holding ears of 
corn in xr. hand over va 
' corn modius ; ? in 1. hand. 
fal 
.MAROUS ANTONIUS GORDIANOS FPIUS. 
288-244 A.D, 
OOPPER. 
1 1989 | imp. GORDIANVS ... AVG.!| P.M. TR. B. IIT, COB, woven 
"| Laureate head of Gor-| In exergum s.o, The om- 
dianus r. peror in his robes, soated; 
x. hand extended holds a 
globe; in 1. hand a short 
staff. 
CATUS MESSIUS QUINTUS TRAJANUS DECIUS. 
249-251 A.D. 
SILVER, * 
1 61-4 | IMp.M,Q, TRAJANUS, DEOrus.| PANWONIM. Two female 
Ava, Head of Trajan] figures robed and Veiled, 
with radiate crown x. holding military stand. 


ards, 
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No, | Weight, | Obverso. : Rovorso, 





ff 


LUCIUS CLAUDIUS DOMITIUS ATRELIANUS. 





ooo 270-275 A.D, 
COPPER, 

1 46-4 |usp.avernianvs. Toad of | .... DVK ...eea, Figure 
Aurelianus, wearing radi-| soated on a shield, with a 
ate crown x. troe bohind. 

MAROUS AURELIUS PROBUS. 
276-282 A.D. 
COPPER, 

1 456 | IMP, PROBVS, P,P. AVG. ., Tlegible. « 

Toad of Aurelius, woaring 
‘ radiato crown 1. . 





FLAVIUS GALERIUS VALERTUS CONSTANTINUS. 
823-887 A.D. . * 


COPPER. 
1 49°8 j consrantivvs.’ Ave. ILead | Inscription illegible. A 
. of: Oonstantine x, wilh} warrior holding shiold on 
crosted helmet; bust in| his lap with x marked 

armour. : on it, 
2 68°9 jmp. GONSTANTINVS. AVG. | SOLZ. jaro, comm. In 
Laureate head of Constan-| fiold so; in oxorgum 
tine ».! Pu, Apollo standing, 


looking L ; x. hand raisod. 





a 
1 ‘This coin was struck in London. 
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No, Weight, - , Obverse, Roverso, 
FLAVIUS GALERIUS VALERIUS ‘CONSTANTINUS 
—continued, 
4 n 
323-887 A.D.—continued. 
COPPER-—continaed. 

8 39-4 | consrantinoporis. Female) 1.2.7, in exergum. Winged 
head 1, wearing crested) Victory standing with 
helmet. spear in vr. hand, 1. hand 

resting on a shield. 

4 25°7 | Inscription illegible. Head|anonza. xxurorrvs. Two 
of Constantine x., dia-} soldiers with shiold and 
demed. spear on cither side of an 

ensign. 
FLAVIUS JULIUS CONSTANTIUS. 
850~361 A.D. 
COPPER, 

1 43-7 |D. NW. OONSTANTIUS. P. T.{[ TEL. TEMP. REPARATIO. In 
Aud. Head of Oonstantius| oxergum m, ar. ( ? ). 
x, diademed. Armed soldier spearing a 

. warrior who has fallen to 
. the ground. 
UNOERTAIN EMPERORS. 

: COPPER, 

1* “es Head of emporor x. A cross within a circle. 

oe . Head of emperor r. Ingeription vor. xv. mun. 


xx. in four lines, within a 

laurel wreath, fastened 

above with a circular orna- 
\ ment, 


a 





ae = 


2 
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TABLE SHEWING SOME OF TH® INSCRIPTIONS ON 
THE ROMAN OOINS IN THE MADRAS MUSEUM. 





Inscription. Romarks. 





e - 

ANNONA .. 7 ws .»| Ona copper coin of Domitian, struck on 
the occasion of one of the periodical dis- 
tributions of coin. Type borrowed from 
the coinage of Nero, 


APOLLO! oe vs or) .. | Onacopper coin of Commodus. The figure 
of Apollo was probably copied from the 
Lycian Apollo. 

GONOCORDIA va “a .» | On a copper coin of Orispina. ‘The in- 


scription and dovice point to the concord. 
between Commodus ang his wife. 


CONCORDIA EXEROITVVM +. | Ona gold coin of Nerva, signifying the 
fidelity plighted to the emperor by the 
army. 

CONSTANTINOLOLIS ve .. | On a copper coin of Constantinus Magnus. 


The city of Byzantium was dedicated to, 
and named after, Constantine, $30 A.D. 


DE. BRITANN ., ve +, | On one of the aure? of Claudius, struck in 
commemoration of the conquest of Great 
Britain, Another aureus (not in the 
museum collection) boars the legend os. 
BRITANNOS, DEVIOTOS. 


F 
DE. GERMANIS .. an .. | On a gold coin of Drusus, Senior. The 
inscription alludes to his victories over 

German tribos. - 

a 


FEL, TEMP, REPARATIO-, « ., | On @ copper coin of Constantius IT. 

FIDEI. PUBLIOM .. am ». | On @ copper coin of Domitian. 

GLORIA. EXEROITVS 4, ». | On a coppor coin of Constaninus Magnus. 
HILARITAS ve va .. | On & copper coin of Faustina Junior. 

JOVI. VIOTORE 4. ve .. | On a copperscoin of Commodus, struck 


alter the victorios oyer the Marcomanni 
and other German triedos. 


TVPITER, OONSERVATOR« 44 44:| Ona gold coin of Domitian and a sign of, 
the omperox’s gratitude to Jupiter for 
success in his campaigns. 

tup[os]. sao[yios]. rxo[rr] .. | On a gold coin of Domitian, referring tos 

* the secular games hold at Rome. 


44 ROMAN COINS. 




















Inscription, Remarks. 
« 
‘ 
PAG AVGVST 4. i .. | On a gold coin of Claudius. 
PANNONIE fe se .. | Ona silver coin of Trajan Decius, refor- 


ring to (he tribos of Pannonia, by which 

* Trajan wats saluted imporator after quell. 
ing an insurrection. Tho plural numbor 
is used, ag there were fwo divisions, 
Pannonia prima and socunda 


PIBTAS. AUGVST +s ve +» | On a copper coin of Julia Domna. 
PROVIDENTIA .. - +. | On a copper coin of Augustus, 
PROVIDENTIA, AVG, 4 ..|On a copper coin of Severus Alexander. 


The inscription and device (Ceres) refer 
to the forethought of Augustus in pro- 
viding a proper supply of corn to the 


citizens. 
PROVIDENTIA. DEORUM .. | Ona copper coin of Severus Alexandor. 
SOLI. INVIOTO. COMITI 6 +» | On a copper coin of Constantinus Magnus 
struck in London. 
VICTORIA an oe .. | On a copper coin of Antoninus Pius. 
VIRIVS 4. tes | On a copper-coin of Marous Aurelius. 
VOTA. DEOENN. SVSOBPTA .. | On a@ copper coin of Commodus in allusion 


to the performance of the decennial vows. 
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SOME TYPHS OF TITLES, ETC., ON THE ROMAN 
COINS IN TITE MADRAS MUSEUM. : 








‘Iitle, otc. F Romaiks 
a 
OENS. PER. “ ms -» |  Consor porpetuus.” On a copper coin of 
. Domitian. t 
DAQIOO. + ve an ../ Ona gold coin of Trajan, who assumed 
tho title Dacicus after his successtul 
7 ‘ : cam paign in Dacia. 
DIVVS. 14 oe s+| The titlo given to deified Emperors, 
DIV. FE. as en es .. | Divi Filius.” 
DN. os ‘ 7 .. | Dominus noster.” On a coppor coin of 
” Constantius IT. 
BX. 8. 0. os ee .. | ‘Hix senatts consulto.” 
OPTIMO, PRINCIPE, ve + | On a gold coin of Trajan. 


PATHR PATRIA 4. ae 


P.M, TR, POT, X. IMP. P,P. 


* 


oe 


PONTIF, MAX. TR. P. VEL. OOS. VIIT. 


Pr. P. 


* 


PRING. SVVENT. .. oe 


* 


’ 
BACERD, OOOPT. IN OMN, 
SVP, NVM... 


8. 0, on on we 


&8 PQ. PD. P. OB. GC, 8, 


F carerrrennce Senaneainait | 
een retinas 


OONL. 


onee 


« Pontifox Maximus, Tribunitit potestate 
X, Inaporator, Pater Patria.” 


“ Pontifox Maximus, Tribunitii potestate 
VIT, Consul VIII, Pater Patria.” 


“Princops Juventutis.” On gold coins of 
Drusus Sonior and Olaudius. The title 
“ Prince of Youth” yas, at an early 
penot of the Empire, conferred on the 

resar, or hoir apparent to the throne. 


““Sacerdos ceoptatus in omni conlegis 
supra numerum.” On a gold coin of 
Drusus Sonior. 


“ Senatis consulto.” 
“Senatus, Populusque Romanus, Pator 


Patrice, ob cives sorvatos.” Ona gold 
coin of Claudius. 
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ADDENDUM. 


It is only since the final proof sheets have been revised that my 
attention has been called to a notice by Captain R. H. O. Tufnell, 
in the Madras Journal of Literature and Science, on the small Roman 
coins found in the neighbourhood of Madura, which he attrikutes 1g a 
local mint. “What more natural,” he says, “than that, as trade 
increased and eastern luxuries became more and more popular with the 
fair dames of Rome, small settlements of agents should be established 
to collect on the spot the produce of the country and convey it to the 
ships of their employers on their periodical visits 10 the ports of call. 
True no traces of those fine Roman buildings one soes and admires so: 
much in Hurope have been discovered, but could one expect to find, in 
a small community of mercantile agents settled for a short period in the 
heart of a foreign and uncivilized nation, any evidence of their existence 
that would last as many centuries as have rolled by since Roman merchants 
traded in the Hast, unless it be such coins as I describe, struck specially 
for the purposes of trade with a pauper population ? Looking then to the 
facts that all the coins of this series are well worn as though they had 
been in regular circulation, that they are of a type difforing from those 
usual to the Imperial mints,—that they are of so small a valuo as to 
be what one would expect to find in use when doaling with a people aa 
poor as the early Hindus,—that they are found almost exclusively in 
one locality,—that they are constantly being found and not ocourring in 
a glut at intermittent periods,—surely all these arguments point to the 
possible, if not indeed the probable, truth of the theory that they were 
of local mintage.” : 

T have also recently had an opportunity of examining Mr. Tracy’s 

-ooin collection, and have to add to the coins mentioned on page 23 a 
coin of Anastasius, found,in the Tirumangalum taluq, and bearing on 
the obverse the inscription p. N. ANasrastvs. Pp, P. Ava, and a figure of 
the emperor wearing a tiara and oriental ornaments, and on tho reversge,. 
the inscription vicroRIA, Ave. c. a. s, and a winged figure of victory. 


IL—INDO-PORTUGUESE COINS. 





INDO-PORTUGUESE COINS. 


Tre history of the coinago for the: Portuguese possessions in India, 
from the foundation of tho’Ged mint in 1510 by Afonso Dalboquerque 
down to the present time, has been fully dealt with by Mr. J. Gerson 
Da Cunha in his admirable “Contributions to, the Study of -Indo- 
Portuguese Numismatics,!” to which I would refer the reader who is 
interested in the subject, and to which I am indebted for the description 
of the coins. 


The present catalogue contains only a description of the coins, which 
are contained in the collection of the Madras Museum, and, to any one 
familiar with the history of the Indo-Portuguese coinage, it will bo at 
once evident that tho collection is very deficient in the coins struck 
prior to the lgtter half of the last century, and my efforts to improve 
it in this respect have proved fruitless; but this is not to be wondered 
at, for Mr. Da Ounha says: “The subject of the Portuguese coinage 
in India is involved in much obscurity. Money was first minted at Goa 
in 1510 A.D., only 870 years ago; but its history is more vague and 
undefined than that of cither the Greok or Roman coinage. ‘The issue 
of coins by the vicoroys, and often by the officers of the mint, without 
any intervention on the part of the viceroys or governors-genoral, was 
conducted in the most unsystematic, not 10 say capricious, fashion. The 
coins not soldom bore impresses, offigios, and logends which had no 
connection whatever with the reigning monarchs of tho poriod whon 
they were issuod. Some of them wore still minted long altor a now 
currency with crowned or profile busts of kings was introduced. Again, 
some of these latter coins wero struck yoars after the kings whose busts 
they boro had censed to live. These whimsical variations both in types, 
and in the standard of monoy are in themselvos enough to cause no 
little confusion in the study of Indo-Porluguese numismatios, But 
those difficulties are increased tenfold by an absolute want of examples 
of the early periods of tho Portuguese rule in India, their place being 
but inefficiently supplied by some written reports and private memoirs. 
The coins of the XVIth, XVITth, and XVIIIth centuries are not only 
revi iy even the written documents relating to them are rare or 

eficiont, 





} Bombay : Painted at the Education Socioty’s Press, Byculla, 1880. 


ABBREVIATIONS. 
Au, = Gold, + Ao —= Coppor, 
Aa, sz Silyor, Bi, «= Braga. 


Tg. == Tutonag. 
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Metal. Obverse. Reyeise. 


X 


No. Date. 














KING D. JOAO VY. 
1706-1750. 


Rurrg. 1748. ‘ 


1 | 1748} Ax. | Bust of the king x. with 
the legend soannuzs. 
vee The date 1748 
in the exergum. 


The coat-of-arms of Por- 
tugal, 





KING D. Jost 1. 


1750-1777, 


Muro Parnao. 1753, 


L ) 
2 | 1758 | Ay. | Bust of tho king r. with | The coat-of-arms of Por» 
the legend 10 zitrn.| tugal, 
Inv. The date 1758 
in tho oxergum. 


Mora Tanoa. 1720, 


a4 Ar, | Bust of the kingr. The; A crown with 80 (the 
date 17x in the| value of the coin in reis) 

exorgum. below. 
* [Da Ounha, pl, viz, 7.) 


8S. Troms. 1766. 


8 |1766| Au. |'Tho coat of arms of) The cross of St. Thomas 
Portugal. in the field, having at its 
*| upper angles 2—x, and 
the date 1766 in the 
lower ones, 


: l , 5 Raw. 1768. 
4 | 1768] Ae. |The coat of arms of | Cross of tho Order of 
v Portugal. Christ, having in the 


angles tho date 1768. 
(Da Cunbas, pl, vir, WJ 




















§2 PORTUGUESE COLNS. 
No. | Date. mat | ’ Obverso. Rovoreo. 
12 Rats. 1769. 
5 | 1769 | Tg, | Thescoat-of-arms of Por-| The numoral xr with the 
tugal betweon ‘tho! date 1769 below it, all 
: letters a—a. within a wreath. 
|Da Ounha, pl, vir, 10.) 
6 Rus. 1769. 
6 | 1769} Te ” The same except the nu- 
| moral v1. 
4 Rers. 1769. 
7 | 1769 | Te. m1 The same oxcept tho nu- 
meral ry. 
Tanga. 1774, 
8 | 1774} Ae. | The coat-of-arms of Por-| Zanga ingthe field, sur- 
tugal. rounded by a laurol 
- wreath, and having on 
tho top astar, 
[Da Ounha, pl, vrr, 8] 
Muro Tawa. 1774. 
9 | 1774 | Ae. | The coat-of-arms of Por- ) a. botween. two stars in the 
tugal. fiold, having 80 rn. abovo, 
and the date 1774 below : 
all encirclod by a laurel 
e crown. “ 
(Da Cunha, pl. vr, 9.7 
7 20 Rows. 1774, . 
10 | 1774] Ae ” The same except 20 x. 
Jl | 1774) Ae, i x. 
* 10 Ruts. 1774, 
12 | 1774] Ae. Pe | The same except 10 x. 
; Parpao. 1776. 
13 | 1776 | Ar. | Bustofthe king r: 1776| Tho coat of-arms of Por- 


belund: parpao in| tupal. 
front. 
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Dato. 


No. Motal, Obvorgo. | Rovorse. 








Rouren. 1777. 





14 | 1777 | Ay. | Bust of the king 1:1777 |The coat-of-arms of Por- 
bohjnd ynverain front.) tugal. 
. [Da Cunha, pl, vz, 4] 
D. MARIA I. 
1777-1799. 


Maro parpso, 1782, 


15 | 1782) Ax. | The laureate busts of ths, The coat-of-arms of Por- 
Quoen and her hus-| tugal. 
band (D. Pedro III). 
ry: Goa behind: 150 
R in front: 1782 in 
: exergum. 


Rurrn. 1786. 


16 | 1786 | Ax. | Tho lauroato busts of the | The’ coat-of-arms of Por- 
Queen and her hus-| tugal. 


; bund: @oa behind: 
rvpra in front: 1786 in 
oxorgum, 7 


Parpao. 1786, 


17 «| 1786°| Ar. | Tho lanreato busts of | Tho coat-of-arms of Por- 
the Queen and her] tugal. « 
husband: aos bohind 
ParDao in front: 1786 


in exergum, 
Ad 


S. Troma. 1792. 


18 | 1792) Au. | Tho coat-of-arms of Por. {The cross of St. Thomas, 
tugal. having at its upper 
i 12—x, and at 
its lower angles the date 
1792. 


. * Ruern, 1798. 


19 |,1798 | Ar. | Bust of tho Quoen with) The coat-of-arms of Por- 
widow’s cap: doa be-| tugal, 
hind: nvprain front: 
1798 in oxergum. 
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“Motal. Obvorso. Reverso, 


Dato. 





No. 











D, JOAO VI. 
Reaung Prom 1799-1818, 
Kine rrom 1818~1826. 
Rurnn. 1813. 
20 | 18138 | Ar. | Bust of the regent | The coat-of-arms of Por- 
laureate r. tugal, 
Parpao, 1818, 
21 | 1818] Ax. | Bust of the King) The coat-of-arms of Por- 
lauréator; aga behind: | tugal. 
PARDAO in front: 1818 
in exergum. 
Parpao. 1820. 
22 | 1820] Ay. | Bust of the King lau-|'The coat-of-arms of the 


reate r: @oa behind:| United Kingdom (¢.e. 
* parpao infront: 1820] the arms of Portugal 





in exergum. with the sphore of 
Brazil), 
D. PEDRO IV. 
1826-1828. 
TANGA. 
28 Br. |The” coat-of-arms of | Within a laurel crown az, 
Portugal. (Asia Portuguese), and 


t. bolow it. 
[Da Cunha, pl. virr, 0.) 


24 Br. m 7 7 
Mauro Tanaa, 
265 Br. |The coat-of-arms of|Thesame dosign with the 
Portugal. addition of 4 between the 


a 


letters AP. and T, 


26 Br. ‘ » 
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No. | Date. | Motal. Obvorso. ‘Revorse, 














Rurur. 1828. 


27 Ar. | Bust of the king r: goa. | Ooat-of-arms of the United 
behind:, xvria in| kingdom, 
front: “1828 in oxor- 
gum. 


* 
D. MARIA II. 
1834-1853. 


Rurex. 1883. 
= 
28 |1888./ Ar. | Bust of Pedro rv. laure- | Coat-of-arms of tho United 
ate x: God bohind:} kingdom. 
rvpra in front: 1838, 
in exergum. 


Parpao, 1883. 


29 | 1838,| Ax, | Bust of Podro rv. lan-{ Ooat-of arms of tha Unitod 
reate x: GoA behind:| kingdom. 

rarpao in front; 1838, 

: a in oxorgum. * 


Panpao. 1839. 


80 | 1889,/ Ax. | Bust of the queon 1.{ The coat-of-arms of Por. 
. with the logend | tugal surrounded by a 
PARDAO. DE. GOA. Tho} laurol wreath. 
date 1889*in the ex- 
ergum, 


Rurze. 1840. 


81 | 1840.]| Ar. | Bust of the queen 1.{ The coat-of-arms of Por 
with the logend nypra.| tugal surrounded by a 
pe. Gos. The date | laurel wreath. 

1840 in the exergum. 


mera Dhermttnentteerereterreetraneatetsttninttthtthditant tnt NRA 


1. This distinguished princo ty Pedro IV) abdicated the 
crown on behalf of his daughter, D. Marin, on tho 2nd of May 
1826, which abdication was ratified on the 2nd of March 1828. 
Xo then doolared himsolf regent of the kingdom on the 8rd of 
March 1882.”’ 

an . Gorgon Da. Cunha, Indo-Poritiguese Numismatics, Bombay, 
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No. | Date. 








Metal. | Obverse. Revorso. 





Tanga, 1840, 


32 |1840,| Ac. |The coat-of-arms of] 602. inside a laurel crown. 
Portugal between two, 
laurel branches: 1640 (Da Cunha, pl, rx, I] 


in exorgum. 
83 | 1840.} Ae. ” ” 


Mata Tanaa. 1840. 
84 |1840.| Ae. i The same except 30 x. 
85 |1840.} Ae. ” ” 


15 Rars. 1843. 


86 |1843.| Ae. |The coat-of-arms of | 15 n—v. within a beaded 
Portugal within two | circle. 
flowery embellish- 
ments: 1848 in exer- 
gum. 


Rurer. 1845, 


87 | 1845 | Ar. | Bust of the quoon dia- Rurra. encirolod by alaurol 
; demed 1, with the| wroath. 

legend MARIA Ir. Por- 

TUG. BL, ALGARB. REGINA! 

1845 in oxorgum. 


{Da Ounha, pl, 2X2], 


Parpao. 1845. 


” 


88 | 1845} Ax. . i Parpao. encircled by a 
laurel wreath, 


10 Reurs, 1845. 


39 | 1845 | Ao. | The coat-of-arms of 10 R. 
Portugal : 1845 in exer- 
gum. 


40 | 1845 | Ae. 
74 Rurs.+ 1845, 
41 | 1845] Ao. 43 7h R, 
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No. | Date. | Motal. 








Obverse. . Mo, | Dale [ac | Ota | Bat Reverse, 





Portugal: 1846 in exor, 











date 1851, tugal: PARDAO DE GOA 
in oxergum. 


6 Rats. 1846, 
42} 1845 | Ao. |The coat-of-arms of 6 R. 
gum, + 
P 4} Ruts, 1845. 
48} 1845 | Ao, 5 | 4p. 
. Parpao. 1846, 

44 | 1846} Ar. | Bust of the,queen dia-{ Parpao. encircled by a 
demed 1, with the le-| laurel wreath. 
gond MARIA II. PoRTUG, 

BY ALGARB. REGINA: 
1846 in exorgum, 
Maro Parpao. 1846. 

45 | 1846 | Ar, 7 Mauro, Pp. encircled by a 

laurel wreath, 
6 Rar, 1848. 

46} 1848] Ac, |Tho coat-of-arms of 6 R. 
Portugal: 1848 in 
exorgum. 

8 Ru. 1848. 
47| 1848} Ae. | ; | , oR 
RvrEE. 1850, 

48 |} 1850} Ar. | Bust of the queen dia-{'The coat-of-arms of Por- 
demod |. with the le-| tugal: nurra pu ag in 
gond MARIA It, PoRTUG,| exergum, 

: BY ALGARB. REGINA; 
1850 in oxergum. 
49 | 1850 | Ax, y ” 
’ 
Parpdao, 1851. 
50} 1851] Ar. |The same, except tho{ The coat-of-arms of Por- 
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ec 

















No, | Date. Hoy | pote [toa] cores, Berm Obverso. Rovorse. 
100 Rar. 1858. 
51 | 1853 | Ax. | Bust of tho queen dia-} 100 ruts. encircled by a 
domed 1. with the lo-| laurel wreath. 
gond MARIA IL, PoRrua, 
; ET <ALGARB, REGINA! 
1858 in exergum. | 
. D. PEDRO VY. 
18538-—1865, 
Mauro Tanga. 1861. 
52 | 1854] Ae.} The coat-of-arms of) 30x, inside a laurel crown, 
Portugal within two 
laurel branches: 1854 
in exergum, : 
53 | 1854] Ae. ” ” 
Rupes. 1856. 
. 54 | 1856} Ar. | Head of the ia king | Rurra. doa. within a 
vr. with the logen laurel crown. 
‘PETRUS V. PORTUG. ET 
ALGARB, REx: 1856 in {Da Cunha, pl. ix, 6.) 
; exergum. 
Z Rurex. 1857. 
55 | 1857; Ax. |The same, except the iy 
date 1857. 
bes : Parpao, 1857, 
56 | 1857 | Ar. in Parpav. Goa, within laure 
* crown. 
Mato PARDAO. 1857. 
57 | 1857 | Ar. i Maio. yr. within a laurel 
crown. 
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No. Dato. | Metal. 





” 
Obvorse, Rovorse. 











Parpao. 1860,, 


58 | 1860 | Ar. | Head a the young king (Panpav. aoa. within a 
x, with the legond| laurel crown. ' 
EUIRUS V. PORTUG. BT 
ALGARB, REX; 1860 in 
exergum, 


D. LUIZ 1. 
1861. 
Parpao, 1868. 


59 | 1868 | Ar. | Bust of the young king | Pinnav. goa. within 
1. with the legend} laurel crown. 
LUDOVIOUS I, PORTUG. : 
‘ET ALGARD. RUXgy 1868 
in exorgum. 


’ + Rupun. 1869. 
a 
60 | 1869 | Ar. |The same, oxcopt the | RuPra aoa. within a laurel 


date 1869 in exergum.| crown. 
; [Da Onnha, pl. ix, 8] 


Tanda. 1871, 
61 _| 1871 | Ae. | The coat-of-arms of Por- | Tanwas 60 rer. within a 
: ’ tugal with the legend) laurel drown. 
INDIA PortuG 1871 : {Da Cunha, pl, ix, 9.) 
in oxergum. 
62 | 1871 | Ae. | ‘ » 


Maio Tanaa, 1871. 


68 | 1871 | Ae. rr 4 Tanoa 30 ners, within a 
laurel crown. 


64 1871 Ae. ” ” 


* 


Quarter Tanaa, 1871. 


65 | 1871 | Ae. ij } Tanna 15 purg. within 
laurel crown, 
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Stennett tt 


a 
No. | Date. | Metal. | Obverse, Revorgo, 














66 | 1871 | Ae. | The qgpt-of-arms of Por- |} Tawna 15 nurs. within a 
tugal with the legend} laurel crown. 
INDIA pPortua 1871 


in oxergum, a, 4 
10° Rzrs, 1871. 
67 | 1871 | Ae. 7 10 Rots. within a laurel 
crown. 
68 1871 Ae. . * ” ” 
5 Rers. 1871. 
69 | 1871 | Ae. | * 43 5 Rar. within a laurel 
: crown. 








8 Res. 1871. 


70 | t871 | Ae. - 8 Rers. within a laurel 


crown, , 





Rvurra, 1881. 


: 
71 | 1881 | Ax. | Bust of the king x. with | The coat-of-arms of Portu. 
d tho logond zupoyrous1.} gal with laurel branchos, 
PORTUG. BT, ALGARB.| and the logend mora 

REx: 1881 in oxorgum. | PORTUGUEZA UMA RUPIA, 
[Da Cunha, pl. 1x, 11,7 


* « 


Mara Rorra. 1881. 


72 | 1881 | Ax. 7 re The same except META 
RUPTA, 


73 | 1881} Ar. x ii 


Quarto pe Rursa. 1881, 





* 
74 | 1881] Ax. , The same except Quarto , 
, DE RUPIA. : 
Ocravo De Rurrs. 1881. ‘ 
75 | 1881 | Ar. FF The samo oxcopt ,ecrayo 


DE RUPIA. 


“a 





o 


No. 


77 


78 
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Date. | Metal Obversgo. * Rovorse, 














Quarto pr Tanaa. 1881. 


1881 | Ao. | Bust of the king x. with | The royal crown with the 
the legend yupovious1.| legend mp1 rorruavEZA 
PORIUG. BT. ALGARB.| QUARTO DR TANGA. 
Rex: 1881 in exergum.. [Da Ouuha, pl, rx, 164 


1881 Ae. ” ” 


Rurra. 1882. 


1882 | Ar. | Bust of the king 1. with | The coat-of-arms of Portu- 
the legend xupovrous | gal with laurel branches, 
I. PORTUG. BT ALGARB,| and the legend mora 
BEX; 1882 inexergum, | PoRTUGUEZA UMA RUPIA. 
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re streamed tt germane 


Tun coinage of the island of,.Ceylon, both anciont and modern, has 
been alvoady Cully dealt with in the Numismata Orientalia! by Mr. 
T, W. Rhys Davids, who gives the following list of the kings of Oeylon 
from 11538-1296 A.D., thoso whose coins are extant being indicated 
by a star :— ; 
1. Pardkvama Babu, 1153 * 
2 Vuaya Bihu 11, 1186, nophow of the last. 
3. Nissanka Malla,* 1187, a prince of Kalinga, 
4, Wikrama Bahu 11, 1196, biother of Nissanka Malla. 
5 Codaganga,* 1196 Nephew of nissanka Nalla. 
6 Liléwati (quoon),*-1197, widow of Pardkrama Bahu, 
7. Sdahasa Malla,* 1200, brother (?) of Nissanka Malla, 
8, Kalydnawat: (queen), 1202, widow of Nissanka Malla, 
9 Dharméoka,* 1208. . 
10 Liléwati (restored), 1209. 
11, Péndi Pardkrama Bahu 1211, Malabar usurper. 
12, Magha 1214, a Kdlingan prince. 
13. Dambadeniya Wijaya Bahu, 1235, founder of a new dynasty. 
14. Dambadenrya Pardkrama, 1259, son of the last king. 
16. Bosat Wijaya Bahu, 1294, son of tho last king. 
16. Bhunowoka Béhu,* 1296, brother of the last king, 


Of tho coins of Nissanka Malla and Codanga the Madras Museum 
contains no spodymens, nor does it contuin specimens of the copper half 
massa of Parakroma Bahu. Tho coinage of that monarch is, howovor, 
well reprosonted in the museum collection by specimens of the gold Lan- 
kegevara, copper lion coin, of which a spoctmen was recontly found at 
Tilakarai on tho coast of the Madura district, copper massa, and a 
copper coin similar in every respect to the gold Lankeswara, found at 
Klakarai, and to the existence of which type no reference is made by 
Mr. Rhys Davids, I have also seon a specimen of the latter coin in the 
collection of the Rey. J. Tracy. 

Following the same course as that adopted by Mr. Rhys Davids, I 
have placed the gold Lakshint, Temrakt and Iraka coins with the Ceylon 
coins, though, as that authority says, “ their classification is, at present, 

uite uncertain, and it is doubtful whether some of them belong to 
Ceylon at all.” As regards the Jraka coin, which is named from the 
word Jraka (?) on the reverse, Mr. Rhys Davids guggests that the word 
may Possibl be LHaraka or Daaka. OL, this coin, Captain Tufnell 
says *:— It bears the word ‘Iraha,’ a Prakrii form of the Sanskrit 
ord ‘Rakshasa ’ (demon), above which is what may be the lotus, or 
ected the conch shelt of Vishnu, and it is not improbable that the 
holas of the 12th and 13th centuries were followors of that deity.” 
Further, Sir Walter Elliot says*:—‘ Gold fanams with the Ceylon 





a On tho Anciont Coins and Measuros of Ceylon. International Numismata Onontaha, , 


2 “Maduos J ournal of Litoratime and Bcione, 
3 Numusmata Quiontalia, 1886. Coins of Southorn India, p 133. 
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typo on the obverse, and an indistinct Nagari rovorse, are occasionally 
met with. I recoivod from Tanjore two gold pioovs, weighing about 8 
grains. ..... The reverse has threo old Nigari lettors, which may be 
read wala ? or daraka ?, throwing no light on their ovigin.... I was 
inclined, when I first obtained thom, to assign thom to the Oholas; 
as thoy are not infroquent in tho island (Ceylon) their origin is but 
doubtful.” 


I have omitted from the present catalogue, though tho Madras 
museum contains specimens, the large and small séés bull coins, which 
aro included by Mr Rhys Davids in his work. These coins, which 
bear on the obverse the standing figure of a Raja with a weapon (?) 
in his right hand, and atrisla and sceptre in front, and on the revorse 
the sacred bull Nandi with the emblems of the sun and moon above, 
and the logend S¢étw below, doubtless bolonty to Southern India, and 
are attribuled by Sir Walter Mlliot * to the Zamindérs of Ramndd, and 
Sivaganga, the office of Sétupati or guardian of Adam’s bridgo being 
one which, “though claiming a high antiquity, appoars to have been 
conferred or restored on the Zamindaér by Mutiu Kvishnappa Nayak, 
the father of Tirumala Néyak, of Madura,’ 

I have also omitted the copper coins of the Chola dynasty of the 
same type (called by Sir, W. Elliot the Coylon type) ‘as the Lankeswara 
ooin of Pardkrama Bahu, bearing on the obverse the standing figure 
of a Raja, and on the reverse the same figure in a sitling posture 
with the legend Raja Raja. (Pl. I, 1). Those coins, Mr. Rhys Davids 
says, are the coins from which he believes the whole of the Coylon 
series ta be derived, and they must have been introduced into Coylon 
during the ‘invasion of the island by the Cholas, prior 10 the time of 
Parékrama Babu. P 


Tho first settloment of Huropeans, the Portugilose, in Coylon 
took place in 1517, in which yoar Albergaria obtained. pormission from 
the King of Kotta, whose territory closely adjoinod Colombo, to byild 
a factory on the Intter spot for pm poses of trade, 

Concerning the arrival of the Vortugueso off Colombo Davy says: ® 
“The natives, who first saw them, Went to Cotta and informod the 
king that a new people was arrived, white and beautifully mado, who 
wore iron coats and iron caps, and drank blood and ate stones; who 
gave a gold coin for a fish or even a lime; and who had a kind of 
instrument that could produce thunder and lightning ; and balls which, 
put into these instruments, would fy many miles, break ramparts, and 
destroy forts.” . . 

“The appearance,” says Tennent,” “of the Portuguese in Ceylon 
at this critical period, saved not only to chock the carcer of the Moors, 
but to extinguish the ind¢pendence of the native prinoeg; and looking 
to the facility with which the former had previously superseded the 
Malabars, and were fast acquiring an ascendancy over the Cinghalese 
chiefs, it is not, an unreasonable conjecture that, but for this timely. 
appearance of a christian power in the island, Ceylon, instead of a 





ia) 
£ Op at, p 134 
5 sn W Elhot, op at., p 134. n 
san Account of the Inter101. of Ceylon and of its Inhabitants, with Travels in that Island, 
1 Ceylon, vol, I, p 633, 1860. 
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possession of the British orown, might, at ihe prasont day, be a 
Mahometan kingdom, under the rule of some Arabian adventuror,”’ 
The occupation by the Portuguese was, however, the cause of constant 
dissension with the natives, and eventually an alliance was formed 
between the native princes and the Dutch to expol tho Portuguosa, the 
conditions of the treaty being made by Rajah ean who afterwards 
became sole king of the intorior, on board one of the Dutch ships off 
Batticoloa. ies 

In his work on Osylon® Bertolocci says :— Whatever was the 
currency of Ceylon during tho government of the Portuguese, no vestigo 
now remains of it; and a investigation of that subject could throw no 
light upon its presont condition.” On this point Mr, Rhys Davids 
says :—“ No coins are known to have been struck by the Portuguese in 
or for Ceylon. Inox says that of three sorts of coin in use one 
was coined by the Portugals; the king’s arms on ono side and the 
image of a friar on tho othor, and by the Chingulays called tangom 
massa, The value of one is nine-pence English ; poddi tangom, or the 
small tangom, is half as much; but these were probably siruck in 
Portugal, and not for use in Ceylon.” 

Tho last stronghold of tho Portuguese in Coylon, Jaffna, was givon 
up in 1658, and the Dutch occupation continued till 1796, in which 
year the island was ceded to the Hnglish. So far back as 1763 an 
embassy had been despatched by thie, Covenior of Madias to propose a 
treaty to Kirti Sri, the -king of Kandy, but no immediate result 
followed. ‘Cwenty years later Trincomallee was occupied by a British 
force under Sir rhoge Munro, but the fort was surprisod by a French 
fleot, and the Britth garrison transported to Madras, In 1¥95 an 
expedition, commanded by Colonel Stuart, landed at Trincomallee, which 
capitulated in | ay wooks. ator in the same year Calpontyn was 
ocoupied, and edtly in 1796 Negombo and Colombo wore taken posses- 
sion of, and a convention was signed, by which Point de Gallo, Matura, 
and the romaining fortified places were ceded to Great Britain. 

During the Dutch occupation large numbers of the coins of the 
Dutch Hast India Company, many bearing the monogram, v.0.c, 
found their way to tho island, but these I shall doal with on o future 
ocoasion, As regards the European coins, which wore struck specially 
for Coylon, I cannot do better than quote in detail the observations 
of Mr, Rhys Davids, who says :—‘ The Dutch struck only a very few 
silver rix dollars, which are very raro, if not entirely oxtinot, and 
which I have never seen, A thick copper"Sturver having on the obvorse 
the monogram, v.o.c.,, the o and o written over the sides of the v, 
and in the open part of the v the letter c, perhaps for Colombo or 
Ceylon, is occasionally met with. On the reverse is tho legend 1 stuiver, 
the numeral 1 being above the word stuiver ¢which occupies the centre 
of the field coin), and having four dots on each side of it. Below is the 
date, the dates in my collection boing 1784, 1785,1786, 1789, 1791, 
1798, 1795. It is possible, however, that this o is only a mint mark, 
and that these coins, wltose rough execution shows them to haye been 
struck in the Dutch Hast Indios (the monogram, v.o.¢,, stands for the 
initial letters of Vereinigte Ostindische Compagnie, ue. Limited Hast 


5 View of tho Agrioultu.al, Commoroial, and Financial Intorests of Qeylon, 1817, 
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India Company)»were not, after all, struck in Ceylon. There aro similar 
coins with two apparently Tamil lettors bolow the words stuiver, and 
with t and ein the place of « If these letters stand for Trinkomaloi 
and Galle, then one would expect Oinghalese letters, but they look like 
the Tamil letters 1. 1. for Ilankei, the Tamil form of Lankd, that is, 
Ceylon. 

of The English have issued four types of coins besides the present 
one. Type 1, which is thick and coarsely exoouted, has on the obverse 
an elephant, below which is the date; on the reverse the words Onynon 
GoveRNMENT round a circle, within which is &: value of the coin, Of 
this type, there are three thick silver pieces "very See of the value 
of 96, 48, and 24 stuivers (4 of which = 1 fanam), weighing 280, 140, 
and 70 grains, respectively. The 48 stuiver piece is equal to the rix 
dollar, and the threo thick copper pieces of this type are, respectively, 
worth Js, sy, and ls, of its value. These copper coins weigh 50 
stuivers to the pound, and are now difficult to procure. 

“ Of this type, specimens of the following years, without letters, are 

in my collection, and those of the years marked (x.M.), are added 
from the British museum collection :—~ 


Silver, 96 Stuivers, 1808 (p.m), 1809 pan) 
a ay ABP 2G; 1803 (p.m ), 1804 (a.a ), 1808, 1809 (3.M.), 
. 24 x 1808, 1804 (B.m.), 1808 (s.r ) 

Copper, 4 ;, 1803 (Bm.), 1804, 1805 (.m.), 1811 (Bar), 
1814, 1815. 

-y» 2 5, 1801, 1802, 1808, 1805 (nm), 1811, 1812 
(pM.), 1813 (BM.), 18lg 1818, 1816. 

iT ai 1 0 1801, 1802, 1808 (p.am.), 1809, 1811 (z.m.), 
1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1817. 


“Of Type 2 ono issue was made, in copper, in 1802/ of stuivors, half 
stuivers, and quarter stuivers; thoy are thin, like modorn coins, and 
well executed, weighing 36 stuivors to 1 Ib., obverse and revorse as on 
the last type. Tho British museum has specimens of this type, dated 
1804, but it is not certain whether they were ever in circulation. 

“ Of type 3 also one issue was made, in 1815, of two-stuiver, stuiver, 
and half stuiver-pieces in copper and one issue of rix dollars in silver 
in 1821. Obverse of the copper, head of George 1m to right, with 
legend GEORGIUS. III. D.G. BRITANNIARUM, REX.: of the silver, head of 
Geo. tv. to left, with legend crorarus. Iv. D.G. BRITANNIARUM, REX. 
F.D. Reverse of the copper,*an elephant to left; above the legend, 
Ceylon two stweérs, one stiver, or one-half stiver, with the date below. 
The silver the same, but the legend is Ceylon one mw dollar, and round 
the elephant a wreath of flowers. The coins of this type are still 
occasionally met with in the bazirs, but the half stuiver is very difficult 
to get. Both this and the hst issue were struck in England. 

“Lastly, fanam pieces of two kinds were struck in silver. Tho first, 
which is very rare, and was issued about 1820, has simply round a 
small circle with a dot in its centre rANAM on’ one side and TOKEN on 
the other of a silver coin less than 2 of an inchin diameter, and without 
date. The work-people, who built Baddegama church, thee oldost 
English church in Ceylon, are said to have been paid in this coin, 
which is roughly exeouted. The other, which is half an inch in 
diameter, has on the obverse the bust of Victoria surrounded by the 
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legend VICrORIA. D.G. BRITANNIAR, REGINA, F.D, and on, tho roverse 
the figures 14 and the date 1842, surmounted by a crown and surrounded 
by a wroath. This little coin, seldom met with in Ceylon, is beauti. 
fully executed, and was struck in England; whilst the janam tokens 
were struck in Coylon. 

“There is, in the British Musoum, one silver spocimen of another 
type, but whether thig is a proof of an unpublished coin, or a spocimon 
of a coin in actual oiroulttioh, Ihave beon unablo to ascertain. It 
has on the obverse the words two Rix ponLars in a square tablet, 
surmounted by a crown; above it, Coylon; bolow it on a soroll, prxu 
EY MON DRorr, and below*that again tho word currEncy; on the reverse 
an elephant to tho left, and below it the date 1812.” 


As rogards tho littlo coin mentioned above, with the figures 1} and 
the date 1842, Captain Tufnell says:® ‘Tho description so exact] 
corresponds with that of the 14¢. of tho ‘Maunday’ money, that 
cannot but think that the specimens alludod to belong to that serios, or 
tovan issue of this silver piece, still to a cortain extent in ciroulation in 
Malta as a fraction of 3d, which sum appears to be the most usual 
charge for all small commodities and services in Valotta,” 


Of the Huropean coins struck in Ceylon, only a few typical speci~ 
ine are here catalogued, moro extensivo notice being reserved for the 
‘ature. 








* 


9 Madras Jomn, Lil, and Scionce, 1888, p. 187, 
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CATALOGUE 
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CEYLON COINS. 


No, Motal. | Obverse. Reverso. 
PARAKRAMA BAIIU. 
1158-1186 A D. 
Lanreswara Gorn Cor. 

1 ‘Au. Standing figure r; dhotiin]The samo figure as on tho 
folds on each side of, and} obverse seated, and hold- 
between the legs; conical} ing lotus flower in 1 hand; 
hat on head; in the r.| a grating below 1 leg. on 
hand a weapon, andtol,| thel. side of the figure 

a of this a sceptie (?); inl | inscription. 

hand a lotus flower. Tho 
figure stands on a snake “Sri, Lanhesware, 
with, a small holo in tho CPL, 1, 2 7 
centre. To lL below 1. 
arm are five dots, anda 
lotus flower. 

2 Au, ” » ” 

* 
Lanxngwara Correr Cor. 
8 Ae. ” ” 
‘ Oorrur Massa. 
4 Ae. | Standing figure holding | Soated figure and insorip- 


weapon in r. hand; below 
to r. lotus flower and five 
dots. 


tion. 


"Srt. Pardlrama Bahu, 
LPL 1, 4] 
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Efe atlases ee 
No. | Mea | * Obverso. | fovorso, 


a Corran Lron Coin. 











6| Ae, | Standing figure holding, Soated figure and insorip- 
weapon in x. hand, and] tion. 
lotus flower*in 1. A lion Set. Pardkvama Bahu, 
sitting x. with mouth open, [PL 1, 6] 
and exposing the teeth in 
the uppor jaw. 


* 
7 Ac. ” Pd 


tierce 


VIJAYA BATU. 
1186-1187 A.D, 


8 Ae. | Standing figure holding Seated figure and inscrip- 
woapon in r. hand below| _ tion. 


to r lotus flower and dots. Sri. Pyaya Bahu. 
CPI. 1,6) 
9 Ao. ” ”? 
LiLAVATE. 
”» 
1197-1200 A.D. 
10} Ao } Ks Soated figure and inserip- 
tion. - 
* 84. Rija Lildvate. 
(el 47 


SArtasa Manna. 
1200-1202 A.D. ®* 


11 Ae. | Standing figure holding | Seated figure, and inscrip- 
weapon inr. below to, r;| | tion. 
and a lotus flowor and! rt. Mat. Sdhasa. Malla. 
dots. LPL 1,3] 


12 Ag. Y ” 


DILARMASOKA. 
1208-1209 A.D. 


. | Standing figuro holding { Seated Aguro and insorip- 
woaponiny. hand; below] tion. 
to x lotus flowor and dots, Sri. Dharmmdsoha Deva. 
° LPL 1, 9.3 


48 A 


oO 
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No. 


Metal. Obverse. ‘ Revorse, 








BHUVANAIKA BAHU. 
1296 A.D. 


14 Ae. | Sianding figure holding ; Seated figure and inaurip- 
weapon inz, hand; below}  fion. : 
to x. lotus flower and dots. Sri Bhuvanatha Béhu. 

* [Pl 1, 10.) 


Goup Larsumi Com. 


15 Au. | Standing figure, with or-| Inscription Lakshmi with 
nament above r. arm, and| symbol of lotus (?) abogy 
trident below 1. arm. (Pl. I, 11.] 


Gorm Tamrart Corn. 


15-1} Au. i | peeeineee Tamrakt with 
symbol of lotus (?) above. 


Gorp Iraxa Com, 


16 Au. | Standing figure with weapon | Inscription ae (?) with 
in r. hand, and lotus! symbol o/ lotus flower (?) 
flower inl; trident below| and a stroke and dot 


¥ 


1, arm. above. 

(Pl, J, 12.) 
7 | Au. i a 

18 Au. |e i? The same inscription, with 
a circle and two dots 

above. 
(PI. 1, 13.] 

fr 
Sinrven: Hoox Monzy.' 

19 Ar, | A bar of silver bent into a hook, with a mark stamped 


upon it, o 
Suvern: Lanxa Monzy. 


20 Ar. | A bax of silver bent so as to be slipped into the belt, with 
an Arabic inscription on both sides. : 





4 
1 For note on this money s¢e Rhys Davids’ Numismat. Orient, 
1877, pp. 33-86, 
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ri 


sve rstnnnemmsternemreryeneesteteemstntegnenentmnaneree hanrtnantiuennnnssnrioatereretinrieyjuneeytiapeterinntnrnpanrasniaanniiettt 


No, 


21 


22 


$3 
24 


25 
26 
27 
28 


29 
30 
31 


82 
33 


84 
35 
; ~ 
364 











Motal. 


Ae. 


Ae. 





Obverse. 


| Reverso. 


" EUROPEAN COINAGE. 


Duron 1790. 


Monogramy v0.0, with the 
lettor 7. in open part of 
the y. 





I ar. 1790. 


Durom 1795, 


Monogram v.o.0,, with tho 
letter o, in opon part of 
the v. 





I srurver, 1795, 


. BRivisr. 


Inscription omyzon covenn-| Elephant 1. with date 1801 


MENT round a circle, within 
which is the number 12, 


Inscription onynon covrRN- 
MENT round a circle, within 
which is the number 48. 


” 
» but 96, 
» but 192, 


Inscription omynow govenn- 
MENT round a, cirelo, within 
which is the value of the 
coin 24 ar. 


» but 48 sx, 
Same as No. 28. 


Inscription omynor covurn~ 
MENT round a, circle, within 
which is the number 24, 


oe 


Bust of king George m. r. 
lnscription, GRORGIUS x21, 
D. G@. BRITANNIARUM REX. 


0 


” 
? 


” 


below. 


Elephant 1. with date 1802 
bolow. - 


. 


« s ” 


Elephant], with date 1805 
below. @ 


1 but date 1808, 
» but date 1809, 


Blophant l. with date 1815 
bolow. 


” 
flophant 1. with inseription 


OBYLON TWO STIVERS above, 
and date 1815 below. 


ti 
» but oye strymr. 


» but AUF sutymn, 
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Obvorse. Roverse, 


No. Motal. 


————- 





EUROPEAN COINAGE—continued. 


Sinver Fanam Toren. 
on, e 
TFANAM round a circle with; roxuy round a circle with a 
a dot in centre. . dotin centre. 


2 


Sinvror Rrx Donnan. 


Bust of king George 1v.1.{ Hlophant 1. with inscription 
inseription Gzorearus iv] ODYLON OND RIX DOLLAR 
D. @. BRILANNIAR, REX. above, floral wreath nd 

date 1821 below. 


* 


Bust of queen Victoria 1.| Inscription orynow sriva 
inscription viororia avenn| oENTs 1870 round a circle, 


in ornédmental border. within which is a palm 
7 tree, and the value of the 
. coin-—-5 conts—in Tamil 


and Cinghalego. 


” f ” 

Inscription oEYLON ony 
omnt 1870 round a circlo, 
within which is a palm 
tree, and tho value of tho 





coin—1 cent—in Tamil 
and Oinghaleso. 
n 
48 Ae. i re 
44 Ao. 94 Inscription onynon mAUr 
ogws 1870 round a, circle, 
. within which is a palm 


troe, and the valuo of the 
coin— = cent-—-in Tamil 
and Oinghaleso. 


46 Ae, % Inscription onynon QUARTER 
oxnt 1870 round a cirelo, 
within which is a palm 
tYoo, and the value of the 
coin—f contin Tamil 
and Cinghaloge. 


a caateanemesebiesneniaeinnniinneaneetmanmemiieteememed emenaatimamtnomemmeterme tm 
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